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3 .  E n s u r e  f r e e  a n d  f a i r  t r a d e ,  e n s u r i n g  a  l e v e l

p l a y i n g  f i e l d  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  m a r k e t  s u r v e i l l a n c e ;

4 .  S t i m u l a t e  a  s t r o n g e r  d e m a n d  f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e

t e x t i l e s .

O u r  m a i n  f o c u s  i s  n o t  t o  s t o p  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y

t r a i n ,  b u t  t o  m a k e  s u r e  i t  r u n s  i n  t h e  r i g h t

d i r e c t i o n ,  a t  t h e  r i g h t  s p e e d .  A  n e w  r e g u l a t o r y

f r a m e w o r k  w h e r e  q u a l i t y  w i l l  p r e v a i l  o v e r

q u a n t i t y ,  w h i c h  w i l l  r e w a r d  i n n o v a t i v e  p r o d u c t s ,

c a n  i n d e e d  b e n e f i t  E u r o p e a n  t e x t i l e  c o m p a n i e s .

B u t  t h i s  c a n  o n l y  h a p p e n  i f  t h a t  f r a m e w o r k  i s

m a n a g e a b l e  f o r  S M E s ,  s e t t i n g  r e a l i s t i c  t a r g e t s ,

a n d  m a k i n g  s u r e  t h a t  r u l e s  a n d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a r e

e f f e c t i v e l y  a p p l i e d  a n d  c o n t r o l l e d .  S o  t h e  q u a l i t y

a n d  c o h e r e n c e  o f  t h i s  n e w  l e g a l  f r a m e w o r k  i s

c r i t i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t .

T h e  n e w  f r a m e w o r k  w i l l  a p p l y  t o  “ a l l  p r o d u c t s

w h i c h  a r e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  E U  S i n g l e  M a r k e t ” ,  i . e .

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  p r o d u c e d .

M a r k e t  s u r v e i l l a n c e  w i l l  b e  e n h a n c e d ,  t o  e n s u r e

e f f e c t i v e  c o m p l i a n c e .  E U R A T E X  i s  s u g g e s t i n g  f o r

t h e  E U  T e x t i l e  S t r a t e g y  t o  b e c o m e  a  G l o b a l

S t r a t e g y ,  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  l e v e l  p l a y i n g  f i e l d ,  b u t

a l s o  t o  r e c o g n i s e  t h e  g l o b a l  v a l u e  c h a i n s  i n

w h i c h  o u r  c o m p a n i e s  o p e r a t e .  T h i s  r e q u i r e s

w o r k i n g  o n  g l o b a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  c o m m o n

m e t h o d o l o g i e s ,  a n d  l e g a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  w i t h  o u r

p a r t n e r  c o u n t r i e s  a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e .  

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t e x t i l e  c o m p a n i e s  n e e d

s u p p o r t  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  m a k e  t h i s  g r e e n

t r a n s i t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t o d a y ’ s  v e r y  h a r s h

e c o n o m i c  t i m e s .  S o ,  w e  n e e d  t o  o f f e r  s u p p o r t ,

i . e .  v i a  d e d i c a t e d  r e s e a r c h  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n

p r o g r a m m e s ,  w e  n e e d  t o  i n v e s t  i n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d

s k i l l s ,  w e  n e e d  t o  b u i l d  a  n e w  i n d u s t r i a l

s t r a t e g y ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  s t r e n g t h s  o f

o u r  c o m p a n i e s .  

O n l y  o n  t h a t  b a s i s ,  t h e  E u r o p e a n  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y

c a n  r e m a i n  g l o b a l l y  c o m p e t i t i v e .

D i r k  V a n t y g h e m

D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l

1 8  m o n t h s  a g o  ( i n  M a r c h  2 0 2 2 ) ,  t h e  E u r o p e a n

C o m m i s s i o n  l a u n c h e d  i t s  “ E U  S t r a t e g y  f o r

S u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  C i r c u l a r  T e x t i l e s ” .  T h e  s t r a t e g y

a i m s  a t  r e d u c i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f o o t p r i n t  o f

o u r  s e c t o r ,  b u t  a l s o  r e c o g n i s e s  t h e  s t r a t e g i c

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e s  e c o s y s t e m ,  a n d  h e n c e

t h e  n e e d  t o  i n v e s t  i n  i n n o v a t i o n ,  d i g i t a l i s a t i o n

a n d  s k i l l s .  

S i n c e  t h a t  l a u n c h ,  t h e  E u r o p e a n  r e g u l a t o r  h a s

b e e n  a c t i v e  t o  “ t r a n s l a t e ”  t h e i r  v i s i o n  i n t o

r e a l i t y :  w e  n o w  h a v e  1 6  p i e c e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  o n

t h e  t a b l e  t h a t  w i l l  “ f o r c e ”  t h e  i n d u s t r y  t o w a r d s

m o r e  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y :  t h e

E c o d e s i g n  R e g u l a t i o n ,  t h e  W a s t e  F r a m e w o r k

D i r e c t i v e ,  t h e  G r e e n  C l a i m s  i n i t i a t i v e ,  u p d a t e  o f

t h e  T e x t i l e  L a b e l l i n g  R e g u l a t i o n ,  c h e m i c a l

r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  e t c .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y

i s  r a p i d l y  m o v i n g  f r o m  a n  u n r e g u l a t e d  t o  a  v e r y

r e g u l a t e d  s e c t o r ,  s i m i l a r  t o  e . g .  a u t o m o t i v e s  a n d

c h e m i c a l s .  

E u r o p e a n  t e x t i l e  c o m p a n i e s  n e e d  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r

t h i s  r o l l e r c o a s t e r  o f  p r o p o s a l s ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e

s a m e  t i m e  r e m a i n i n g  c o m p e t i t i v e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y

s t r u g g l e  w i t h  h i g h  e n e r g y  p r i c e s ,  a  d r o p  i n

c o n s u m e r  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  c o m p e t i t i o n

o n  g l o b a l  m a r k e t s  –  a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t

r e p o r t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  E U  n e e d s  t o  b e  v e r y

c a r e f u l  w h e n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h i s  s t r a t e g y ,

e s s e n t i a l l y  m a k i n g  s u r e  t h a t  t e x t i l e  c o m p a n i e s

b e c o m e  m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e  b u t  r e m a i n  r e s i l i e n t .

T h i s  r e q u i r e s  a  s t r o n g e r  f o c u s  o n

e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  o u r

c o m p a n i e s ’  s u c c e s s .  

E U R A T E X  h a s  p r e p a r e d  a  M a n i f e s t o  a h e a d  o f  t h e

E u r o p e a n  e l e c t i o n s  i n  J u n e  2 0 2 4 ,  l i s t i n g  4

c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  t o  a c h i e v e  –  o r  m a i n t a i n  –  t h a t

r e s i l i e n c e :

1 .  F o c u s  o n  b e t t e r  r e g u l a t i o n  t o  e n h a n c e

c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  a n d  r e d u c e  u n n e c e s s a r y

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  b u r d e n ;

2 .  M a t c h  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  a n d

s t o p  f r a g m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  E U  S i n g l e  M a r k e t  ;

Turbulent outlook for the European textiles industry



EUROPEAN
ANALYSIS 
PART A
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EU T&C AT A GLANCE,
2022 (estimates)

Share of T&C
Employment on EU
manufacturing

192,000

1.3 mln Employees

€5 bln
Investment per year 
(average)

Total number of
companies*

€167 bln Annual Turnover 

70% is a woman
employee

5%

Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
Data source: EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT 
* Data for companies refer to 2021 and and are not comparable with data from
the 2022 report as change in methodology has caused breaks in series.

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  6    

€67 bln Exports (outside EU)



*  European Commission: Autumn 2023 Economic Forecast, 15 Nov. 2023
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European
macroeconomic forecast*

1.

A modest recovery ahead after a challenging year

The European economy has lost momentum this year against the background of a high cost of living, weak external
demand and monetary tightening. While economic activity is expected to gradually recover going forward, the
European Commission's Autumn Forecast* revises EU GDP growth down compared to its summer projections.
Inflation is estimated to have dropped to a two-year low in the euro area in October and is set to continue declining
over the forecast horizon. 

Growth has lost momentum, but a rebound is still expected

Following a robust expansion throughout most of 2022, real GDP contracted towards year-end and barely grew in
the first three quarters of 2023. Still high, though declining, inflation, and tightening monetary policy took a heavier
toll than previously expected, alongside weak external demand. The latest business indicators and survey data for
October point to subdued economic activity also in the fourth quarter of this year, amid increased uncertainty.
Overall, the Autumn Forecast projects GDP growth in 2023 at 0.6% in both the EU and the euro area.

Economic activity is expected to gradually pick up as consumption recovers on the back of a steadily robust labour
market, sustained wage growth and continued easing of inflation. Despite tighter monetary policy, investment is
projected to continue increasing, supported by overall solid corporate balance sheets and by the Recovery and
Resilience Facility. In 2024, EU GDP growth is forecast to improve to 1.3%. This is still a downward revision of 0.1
pps. from the summer. In 2025, with inflation and the drag from monetary tightening subsiding, growth is expected
to strengthen to 1.7% for the EU.

Inflation to continue easing after falling to two-year low

Inflation remains on a downward trend. It is estimated to have declined to 2.9% in the euro area in October, from its
10.6% peak a year ago. This marks its lowest level since July 2021.
While the moderation in the past year was mainly driven by the sharp fall in energy prices, it has now become
increasingly broad-based across all main consumption categories, beyond energy and food.
As monetary tightening works its way through the economy, inflation is set to continue declining, though at a more
moderate pace, reflecting a slower, but more broad-based, easing of inflationary pressures in food, manufactured
goods and services. Headline inflation in the euro area is projected to fall from 5.6% in 2023 to 3.2% in 2024 and
2.2% in 2025. In the EU, headline inflation is set to decrease from 6.5% in 2023 to 3.5% in 2024 and 2.4% in 2025.



Source:  European Commission: Autumn 2023 Economic Forecast, 15 Nov. 2023
   

Labour market to remain resilient

The EU labour market continued to perform strongly in the first half of 2023, despite the slowdown in economic
growth. In the second quarter, activity and employment rates in the EU reached their highest level on record,
and in September the unemployment rate remained at 6% of the labour force, close to its record low.
Although latest information from surveys points to some cooling and some Member States have seen an uptick
in unemployment, the labour market is set to remain resilient over the forecast horizon. 

Risks and uncertainty increase amid geopolitical tensions

Uncertainty and downside risks to the economic outlook have increased in recent months amid Russia's
protracted war of aggression against Ukraine and the conflict in the Middle East. So far, the latter's impact on
energy markets has been contained, but there is a risk of disruptions to energy supplies that could potentially
have a significant impact on energy prices, global output and the overall price level. Economic developments in
the EU's major trading partners, especially China, could also pose risks.

On the domestic side, the transmission of monetary tightening may weigh on economic activity for longer and to
a larger degree than projected in this forecast, as the adjustment of firms, households and government finances
to the high interest rate environment could prove more challenging. Finally, extreme weather events like
heatwaves, fires, droughts and floods, which have been raging across the continent and beyond with increasing
frequency and scope, illustrate the dramatic consequences that climate change can have not only for the
environment and the people affected, but also for the economy.
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   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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2. General situation in the
Textile & Clothing sector

2.1. T&C industry evolution in 2022 and first-half 2023

The economic figures for 2022 are largely positive compared with the previous year. However, Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine has posed new challenges, just as the Union had recovered from the economic impacts of the pandemic.
The tentative recovery in 2021 has, indeed, been followed by increasingly gloomy developments in 2022. The
environment became particularly challenging for the textile and clothing industry, as the war pushed energy prices at
record levels, dampened confidence and affected trade. High energy, material and freight prices have strongly
weighted on companies’ production costs and profit margins. In particular, the energy-intensive segments of the
industry (man-made fibres, non-woven, finishing and dying) faced significant challenges. Despite some
improvements in market conditions during 2023, the EU textile and clothing industry is still experiencing concerns
related to inflation, cost pressures, weak demand, and economic uncertainty. In addition, manufacturers continue to
grapple with labour shortages that limit the industry’s growth momentum. 

During the first half of 2023, the clothing segment recorded a 12.5% growth in turnover, on a year-on-year basis.
This growth may be explained by an increase in activity but also by an increase in sales prices due to inflation. In the
upstream sectors, turnover remained relatively stable. On the trade side, EU exports of textiles and clothing to third
countries increased in value (+1.3%) but decreased in volumes (-9.5%), due to a rise in export unit prices.  Besides,
EU T&C imports from third countries fell sharply, in both volume and value. As a result, the EU27 trade deficit largely
improved, as compared with the same period of the previous year.
The EU27 textile and clothing production suffered a setback during the January-August 2023 period and remained
therefore below pre-pandemic levels. Production dropped by 8.3% in the textile sector, following lower demand for
yarns, fabrics and technical textiles, and was slightly weaker in the clothing industry. 



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

This section looks at the results from the European Commission’s monthly and quarterly surveys on the EU
business and consumer confidence (2.2.1), managers’ price expectations (2.2.2), main factors limiting
production in the textile and clothing industries (2.2.3) and outlook on investments (2.2.4).

2.2.1.    EU Business Confidence in the Textile and Clothing industry 

Looking forward into the business expectations, labour shortages, weak global demand and cost pressures will
likely remain critical challenges in the coming months and in 2024. The EU Business Confidence* indicator for the
months ahead deteriorated in the T&C sectors, reflecting these energy-related challenges and increased economic
uncertainty. This development of the business sentiment in the T&C industry suggests that economic activity will
contract in the last quarter of 2023.

The labour market remained resilient in the EU clothing industry, with the number of employed persons being
relatively stable during the first half of 2023. Data for the textile sector indicates that employment is slightly
declining over the period. Following these developments, the employment level remains lower than the pre-COVID
one. Still, a number of industries, including yarn spinners and related businesses throughout the textile and
apparel value chain, are having a difficult time finding sufficient human resources to operate at desired capacities.

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 0    

2.2. The 2023-2024 Outlook in the T&C sector 

*EU Commission’s October 2023 survey: European Business Cycle indicators and Business Consumer Survey (subsector database)



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

The textile industry’s confidence indicator for the months ahead reported another drop in October 2023 (-3.3
points), resulting from managers’ more pessimistic views on their assessments of the production expectations for
the months ahead, on their order book levels and on the adequacy stocks of finished products (stocks too large).
As a result, the textile industry’s confidence indicator went further below its long-term average and pre-pandemic
level. The employment expectations as well as the assessment of export order-book levels, which are not
included in the headline indicator, also deteriorated. 

The business confidence indicator in the clothing industry went down further (-1.2 points as compared with
September), as managers’ confidence weakened with higher pessimistic answers (in % of total answers to the
questionnaire). The decrease in confidence resulted from negative developments in managers’ appraisals of the
order-book levels and of their production expectations for the months ahead. Opinion on the adequacy of stocks
of finished products (stocks too large/above normal) remained almost stable. Also managers’ appraisals on the
employment expectations, which are not included in the headline indicator, became more pessimistic. By
contrast, the assessment of export order-book levels picked up.

Following the deterioration in production expectations, managers’ views on future textile and clothing production
could not reach pre-pandemic levels. Moreover, the percentage of managers assessing their current order books
as more than sufficient (above normal) has been markedly decreasing in the textile and clothing sector. These
indicators from the industry surveys are indicative of lower demand. 

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 1    



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

Similarly, retail trade confidence decreased markedly (-1.4), reflecting worsened assessments of developments
in the past business situation as well as stocks that were more often considered as too large/above normal. By
contrast, retailers became more optimistic about the future business situation. Besides, consumer confidence
remained unchanged compared to September, resulting from consumers’ improved views on their household’s
past financial situation and intentions to make major purchases, which were offset by worsened expectations
about their future financial situation and the general economic situation in their country. 

2.2.2.    Developments in managers’ selling price expectations

Managers’ price expectations can provide additional information about potential further price pressure. Selling
price expectations in industry and retail trade peaked in April 2022 and, while remaining at a high level especially
in retail trade, have since been declining. Across the member states, the decrease in selling price expectations is
widespread. In industry and retail trade, almost all countries have recorded a decrease in selling price
expectations over the last year. Consumers’ price expectations for the next twelve months also edged down in
October 2023. 

Furthermore, survey results up to October show an easing in selling price expectations in the textile and clothing
sectors. Selling price expectations among industry managers in the textile industry decreased further, and score
below their long-term average. However marked increases were still reported in some EU textile-producing
member states (i.e., Poland). In the clothing sector, price expectations eased since June 2022, though remaining
at high levels. 

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 2    

* results from European Commission’s monthly survey, October 2023.



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

2.2.3.    Main factors limiting production

According to the latest survey on production obstacles in the textile and clothing industries, managers reported that weak
demand remains a major challenge. As a matter of fact, more than half of managers in the textile industry and over 35% in
clothing indicated that insufficient demand is the main limiting factor to their production in the last quarter of 2023. The
percentage of managers quoting 'insufficient demand' as a factor limiting production has been strongly increasing since Q3
2022 in the textile and clothing industry.

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 3    

*: results from European Commission quarterly surveys, October 2023

In October 2023, still 13% of the surveyed textile managers and 20% of clothing mangers reported that the shortage of
labour force was limiting their production. Furthermore, the shortage of material/equipment was mentioned as the
third factor limiting their industrial output, for around 11% of the textile and clothing managers. Among the other factors,
it’s worth mentioning the “financial constraints”, as a rising concern in the clothing sector (9%).

2.2.4.    Outlook on investments

This section analyses the results of the specific questions on investment included in the Commission’s March-April
surveys for the T&C sectors, enquiring about business investment in 2022, as well as plans for 2023. 

Investment plays a key role in driving economic development, both in the short and long term. In the current context, a
number of specific factors can affect investment decisions by firms. The positive effects of digitalisation acceleration,
triggered by the pandemic and the support from the Recovery and Resilience Facility on 2021 investment, have continued
in 2022. At the same time, the uncertainty caused by the war in Ukraine, its economic consequences, and rising interest
rates could curb or cause investment projects to be revised downwards or delayed. 



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

structure of investments:

In the spring survey, firms are also asked to assign their investment to four purpose categories: replacement of worn-out
plant or equipment, extension of production capacity, investment designed to streamline processes, and other investment
objectives (pollution control, safety, etc.). In times of economic upswings, one would expect investment to be more geared
towards the extension of production capacity than during downturns, when investment is likely focused on the replacement
of worn-out equipment and/or the streamlining of processes.

Decreased share of replacement and increased share of extension investment in the clothing industry. 

Investment in 2022 mainly served to replace worn-out plants or equipment. In 2023, managers expect a decrease in the share
of investment dedicated to replacement. The rationalisation objective (Investment designed to streamline production) is
expected to represent slightly more than 20% of investment in 2023, suggesting ongoing technological changes in
investment, possibly including towards new green and digital technologies. Also, it is possible that rising energy prices push
companies to invest in more efficient and less energy-intensive technologies. Finally, extension of production capacities is
expected to reach 17% in the textile industry (from 16% the previous year) and 16% in the clothing sector (from 13% in
2022 and 12% in 2021).
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*: results from European Commission quarterly surveys, 2023. The survey asks managers for their qualitative assessment whether their company’s
investment will (+) ‘increase’, (=) ‘remain the same’, or (–) ‘decrease’, compared to the previous year. The balance is the difference between the
percentage of positive (+) answers minus that of negative (-) answers.

Outlook on investment in 2023 remains positive in the T&C industry… 

Managers’ assessment of their business’ investment for the ongoing year was, on balance, positive but at a lower level
than in 2022. As a matter of fact, the difference between the percentage of managers expecting an increase and those
expecting a decrease is foreseen to reduce in 2023.



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

Drivers of investment :

The Investment Survey also collects information on the factors stimulating investment: demand, financial conditions,
technical, and other factors. 

In the 2023 spring survey, around 60% of industry managers in the textile industry and 85% in the clothing sector, reported
technical factors as stimulating their investment for 2023. This includes the impact of technological changes such as the need
to upgrade equipment and the availability of skilled labour. In the clothing sector, this share is almost 7 percentage points
more than in 2022. Demand (sales) is considered to stimulate investment for 2022 and 2023 by about 56% of managers. By
contrast, a lower percentage of firms reported financial conditions as a stimulating factor in 2023: about 34% in textiles
(against 26% in 2022) and 16% in clothing (23% in 2022).
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- Replacement of worn-out plant or equipment 
- Extension of production capacity
- Investment designed to streamline production 
- Other investment objectives (pollution control, safety, etc.) 
- Refused/Not applicable

Structure of investments in 2023

% of firms stating that one factor is stimulating



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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3.1.1.    T he textile & clothing sector

• 2022 Yearly evolution 

In 2022 industrial turnover continued its dynamic growth as a result of rapidly increasing price levels. The EU
total turnover in the manufacturing sector grew by 19%, as entrepreneurs had to adjust to the sharp drop in
demand due to the Coronavirus outbreak. Similarly, the EU turnover improved in the textile and clothing
value chain, as compared with the previous year. Over the year, the EU turnover expanded by +10.6% in
textiles (which is, however, lower than the general manufacturing average) and by +17.7% in clothing,
compared with 2021. While aggregated data for the full 2022 give a positive picture, it is important to point
out that the second half of 2022 showed a loss of momentum in both sectors. As a matter of fact, the
business activity in the textile and clothing industry turned negative in the 3rd quarter, on a q-o-q basis, after
a noticeable increase recorded in the previous quarter. EU sales of textiles continued to deteriorate during
the last quarter of the year, while on the clothing side, sales recovered to some extent.
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3. Evolution of the EU
Textile & Clothing Activity

3.1. Turnover

An analysis by sector, sub-sector and Member States



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

• 2023 Latest trends

EU’s turnover evolution, during the first half of 2023, showed opposite trends across the textile & clothing value
chain. According to the latest figures, the textile industry recorded a slight increase in Q1 (+0.4%) and a -1.7%
decline in Q2, on a q-o-q basis. The slowdown in the economy is having a direct impact on companies, since the
consumption of textile products has decreased significantly. Furthermore, high prices and inflation remain a big
handicap for demand increase.

By contrast, the downstream sectors were less impacted by tough market conditions. As a matter of fact, the
clothing industry registered a reasonable growth in sales revenues in Q1 and Q2: +2% and +4.5% respectively, as
compared with the previous quarter. As indicated in the graph below, growth rates in the apparel industry have
now surpassed the performance of textile companies (119 vs. 114).
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   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

3.1.2.     Turnover - EU-27 Member States

Textile and clothing companies recorded strong turnover improvements in all member states, with the
exception of Hungary (-3.7% for textiles).

The Italian textile and clothing turnover, representing 37% of the EU turnover, continued to recover from
the serious downturn in 2020, thanks to increases well above EU T&C average. As a matter of fact,
companies in that country earned +18% of their revenue in the textile industry and +23% in the clothing
sector.

Similarly, Romania, the Czech Rep., Poland, Lithuania, Austria, and France registered robust sales’
increases in the entire value chain, with double digit growth rates.

Spanish companies performed better in downstream sectors, while Denmark and Latvia saw better results
in the upstream industries.

Compared to other member states, turnover growth in Germany remained subdued.

Looking at turnover evolution across EU member states, significant increases can be observed in 2022:
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   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

3.2.1.    The textile & clothing sector 

• 2022 Yearly evolution 

Following the drastic fall in 2020 due to the coronavirus pandemic, the EU’s production of manufactured
goods rebounded in 2021. High energy prices, geopolitical tensions, increased transportation bottlenecks,
sanctions against Russia and input shortages were among the top concerns for companies in 2022. Despite
tougher market conditions, the industrial output has demonstrated continued strength in 2022, building on
the momentum it gained emerging from the pandemic. 

Production volumes in the manufacturing sectors slowed down (+3.7%, against +9.9% in 2021), while
industrial output showed a mixed picture in the T&C value chain, with better performances in downstream
sectors. As a matter of fact, the EU27 clothing production growth hit a high, with a +9.1% increase in 2022,
while output dropped in the man-made fibre (-5.5%) and textile industries (-1.5%). 
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3.2. Production volumes



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

• 2023 Latest trends

The EU T&C industry started the year with a decrease in production in the entire value chain: -1.6% in Q1 in the man-
made fibre industry, -1.2% in textiles and -1.3% in clothing (on a quarter-on-quarter basis). Production volumes
during the 2nd quarter 2023 deteriorated further in the textile sector (-2%), while business activity in the clothing
industry turned positive (+2.1%). The clothing performances were even better than the output trend of all
manufacturing sectors, which decreased moderately in Q2 2023 (-0.8% as compared with the previous quarter).
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   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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3.2.2.    Production - T&C sub-sectors

• 2022 Yearly evolution

The extensive 2021 recovery in the textile industry and the continuing high demand for medical and hygiene
products, which also led to strong demand for nonwoven fibers, fed through to a significant recovery in the man-
made fibers’ market. During 2022, this sector came under extreme pressure from sluggish demand and surging
energy costs. Consequently, production of man-made fibers dropped by -5.5%, as compared with the previous year.

The EU spinning industry registered a significant rebound in 2021, the highest growth rate among the sub-sectors,
together with the knitted and crocheted fabrics. During 2022, the manufacturing of yarns recorded again the
strongest increase among the textile sub-sectors (+7%). This represents, however, a slowdown when compared with
the 2021/2020 growth rate.

As the upstream sub-sector, the weaving industry saw an increase in production during the last two years. In 2021,
EU production of fabrics jumped, supported by strong demand and capacity expansions, and increased further in
2022 (+3.3%).

In 2021, the finishing activity recovered from the previous year’s slump, due to significant growth in EU production
and demand for yarns and fabrics during the year. Record-high electricity and gas prices, in 2022, strongly impacted
this energy-intensive activity. Consequently, the sector recorded a -4% decrease compared with 2021. 
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   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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In contrast to the severe drop faced in 2020, the knitted and crocheted fabrics’ output reported the fastest
growth in 2021 (+21%). In 2022, production volumes have trended downward, despite good performances in the
knitwear industry (-6.5%).

Technical and industrial textiles, including nonwovens, have expanded their share in total textile production
over the years, following the growing applications in other sectors such as the automobile, agriculture,
construction, and healthcare. In 2022, production volumes of nonwovens as well as other technical and industrial
textiles have decreased, by respectively -7% and -3%.

The made-up textiles’ production (which covers bedlinen, table linen, toilet linen, curtains, floor-cloths…) picked
up in recent years. However, this trend reversed in 2022, as production volumes went down in most product
categories. In 2022, clothing production jumped in all categories. Outerwear (excluding knitwear) recorded the
highest growth (+14.6%), followed by the hosiery segment -including pantyhose, tights, stockings and socks
(+11.7%).*

*Data based on Eurostat Prodcom codes. This classification provides statistics on the production of manufactured goods carried out by enterprises on the national territory of the
reporting countries. No data available at NACE level.



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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• 2023 Latest trends

The latest figures, on production trends at sub-sector level, confirm different performances within the T&C value
chain. EU textile activity dropped further during the 2nd quarter 2023, following a sharp decrease in knitted and
crocheted fabrics (-18% y-o-y), woven fabrics (-13%), nonwovens (-10.7%), yarns (-13.5%) as well as in technical
and industrial textiles (-12.2%). However, there is interesting exception to the broad-based downturn seen in textile
sub-sectors, such as finishing companies which performed relatively well during this period (+4.5% q-o-q and
+7.3% y-o-y).

On a year-on-year basis, production volumes decreased in the clothing sector, despite a steep rise in the
“outerwear” segment (+8.8%) and a stabilization in the knitwear industry. This was mainly due to a marked
deterioration in the other wearing apparel, including accessories (-14%). Overall, EU T&C production volumes
remained largely below pre-pandemic levels. 



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

3.2.3.    Production - EU-27 Member States

• 2022 Yearly evolution

In 2022, the textile sector recorded divergent evolutions in production volumes across the EU27 countries. Among
the best performers, we can point out Lithuania and Poland, with growth rates of +18% and +8.6%, respectively.
Similarly, Latvia, Denmark, France, Austria, Spain, Czechia and Italy recorded positive output growth in the sector
(between +0.6% and +3.3%). Textile companies were less resilient in the remaining member states, in particular in
Portugal, Finland, Germany, Belgium, Hungary, the Netherlands, Greece, Bulgaria and Romania.
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Contrary to the textile industry, the clothing output performed relatively well across most EU member states.
Among member states for which data are available, the highest annual increase was registered in Austria (+58%
as compared with 2021). France, Belgium, Bulgaria, Hungary, Czechia, the Netherlands, Italy and Lithuania
performed relatively well, with increases above EU average. By contrast, production of clothing articles went down
in Romania (-4.7%).



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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3.3. Producer prices

3.3.1.    The textile & clothing sector

Another interesting business-cycle indicator to analyse is the producer price index, showing the development of
transaction prices of products from the seller’s perspective. 2021 was characterised by a general increase in output
prices in the manufacturing industries, reflecting a low base effect from 2020 due to the pandemic and the
reopening of the economy. In 2022, price pressures were evident in more and more sectors, in part owing to the
impact of high energy costs feeding through to the whole economy. Producer prices soared in the manufacturing
industry (+16%), and - in particular- in the intermediate goods industries: textiles +11% and man-made fibers +23%.
The growth observed in the consumer goods was more moderate (i.e., clothing +3.9%).



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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The quarterly rate of the producer prices’ index has been slowing since the third quarter of 2022. The latest
figures, up to the second quarter of 2023, are showing a decrease in producers’ prices in the upper part of the
textile industry (textiles -0.1% and man-made fibers -2.8%) and a slight increase in the clothing (+0.7%), on a
quarter-on-quarter basis. However, producer prices’ index was still higher than during the same period in the
previous year: +5.9% in textile and +5.6% in clothing.

Despite lower electricity and gas prices in Q2 2023, energy prices continued to strongly weight on the EUT&C
industry. Prices’ index of energy (electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply) recorded a noticeable
contraction for the third time since Q2-2020, albeit remaining above pre-COVID levels. This corresponds to a
-18% q-o-q and a -8% y-o-y. 

This decline/slowing down in producer prices is reflected in the managers’ selling price expectations, which
are on a downward trend across all surveyed business sectors (see section on selling price expectations).
However, T&C manufacturers in Europe continue to feel pressure from energy, labour and raw material costs
and so may face difficulties to decrease prices further in the coming months.



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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3.3.2.    Producer prices - T&C sub-sectors

Looking at the various transformation stages within the textile sectors, three of them witnessed a noticeable price
increase in 2022: spinning (+16%), weaving (+12%) and non-wovens (+14%). Output prices in the manufacture of
technical and industrial textiles, made-up as well as knitted and crocheted fabrics grew at a somewhat less robust
pace, compared to the textile industry average, with respective growths of +7.9%, +8.3% and +8.6% during the
period. 

Over the years, output prices in the manufacture of knitted and crocheted hosiery, including socks, tights and pantyhose,
are generally growing at a higher pace than the rest of the clothing sector. This trend was again verified in 2022, as prices’
growth in this sector was the highest among the clothing sub-categories (+7.2%). By contrast, prices’ increase in the other
knitwear segment was the lowest observed during this period (+1.5%). Moderate growth rates were recorded in the
outerwear (+3.6%), underwear (+4.2%) and other woven wearing apparel, including accessories (+5.2%, as compared with
2021). 



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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3.3.3.    Producer prices - EU-27 Member States

When looking at member states output prices’ evolutions in 2022 (expressed in local currency), we note that
production prices in the manufacturing industries increased significantly across all EU-27 countries. Following
the significant rise in inflationary pressures, Greece recorded the sharpest growth in producers’ prices reaching
almost a +30% increase. Similarly, Belgium, Bulgaria, Finland, Hungary, the Netherlands, Portugal and Romania
recorded sustained growth over the period, above +20%. 

Data for the textile industry revealed a similar picture across member states. Producer prices increased in all EU
countries, except for Ireland (-0.6%). Belgium, Bulgaria, Czechia, Hungary, Italy, Portugal, Slovenia and Sweden
recorded prices’ growth above EU average (between +11% and +20%). Output prices in France, Germany and
Spain were close to the EU average (+10.9%). More moderate increases (below 10%) were observed in the other
EU member states. 

Clothing manufacturers were also facing tough production prices’ increases across the EU member states. The
highest growth rates were registered in the Netherlands (almost +11%). Likewise, prices in Austria, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Czechia, Denmark, Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Romania and Slovenia trended upwards (between +4%
and +10%). On the other hand, France and Croatia succeeded in keeping their production prices’ growth below
+1%. Output prices in the remaining member states fluctuated between +1% and +4%.



   Data source: WTO
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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3.4. EU Trade evolution

2022 Yearly evolution

Russia’s war on Ukraine, which started in February 2022, and the disruptions in trade caused a rapid
deterioration of the economic outlook. It adds to pre-existing inflationary pressures by strongly raising energy-
and commodity prices, exacerbates imbalances in supply and demand, and weakens the purchasing power of
households. According to the WTO, geopolitical tensions, inflation, energy and other commodity prices, and the
lingering effects of COVID-19 were the main factors impacting world trade and output in 2022. 

World merchandise trade volume growth fell to 2.7% in 2022 from 9.4% in 2021. In contrast to trade in
volume terms, world trade in US dollar terms rose at double digit rates in 2022. The value of merchandise
exports increased by 11% to US$ 24,905 billion, and the value of manufactured goods reached 15,288 billion.
Excluding “other manufactured goods”, chemicals (US$ 3,010 billion) and office/telecom equipment (US$
2,512 billion) had the highest shares – 20 % and 16 % respectively – in world exports of manufactured goods.
Automotive products (US$ 1,518 billion) and textiles & clothing (US$ 915 billion) represented respectively 10 %
and 6% of the global total.

* Other transport equipment, other machinery, other manufactured goods n.e.s. Source: WTO estimates. Note: Data including
intra-trade of the European Union, excluding re-exports of Hong Kong, China



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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In 2022, the EU trade balance in goods registered a large deficit of €432 billion, reaching its lowest level since
the start of the time series in 2002. The deficit was due, in particular, to a steep rise in the value of energy
imports, which started towards the end of 2021 and continued through most of 2022. In September 2022,
European gas prices were more than eight times higher than in January 2021. The EU trade deficit in textiles &
clothing reached €-70 billion in 2022 (from -48 billion the previous year), a strong deterioration as compared
with the previous year.

Driven by increasing prices, extra-EU imports and exports of textile & clothing products reached their highest
year-on-year growth rates recorded over the last fifteen years. EU exports amounted to €67 billion in 2022,
with textiles representing 43% of total exports, and clothing products 57%. Extra-EU exports picked up by +15%
in value (€ +9 billion) but went down by 4.5% in volume, resulting in a 21% average prices’ increase of exported
products in 2022. Under this inflationary environment, the prices of textile and clothing articles increased in all
categories with the exception of silk and cotton yarn, as well as the knitwear segment.

The EU-27 T&C imports jumped by 30% in value (€ +31.8 billion as compared with the previous year) and
expanded by a little less than 5% in volume, translating into a 24% increase in the import unit prices as
compared with 2021. This noticeable increase was driven by a surge in imports from China and Bangladesh.
Last year, the EU was sourcing more than half of clothing articles from these two countries.



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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     2023 Latest trends

World trade and output growth are expected to be subpar in 2023, as stubbornly high inflation and tighter
financial conditions weigh on consumption and investment. The outlook remains clouded by downside risks,
including geopolitical tensions, food and energy insecurity, increased risk of financial instability, and high levels of
external debt. Natural gas prices in May 2023 were down 81% from their peak in August 2022 but they were still
38% above their average level in 2019, before the COVID-19 pandemic.

In the second quarter of 2023, T&C exports and imports with third countries decreased in value but slightly
increased in volume. During this period, the EU27 trade deficit improved, as compared with the previous
quarter, resulting mainly from a plunge in imports from the top-2 EU suppliers: China and Bangladesh. Extra-
EU imports of textiles and apparel have continued to decrease in value terms, falling by 11.5% as compared
with the previous quarter. Among the top suppliers, imports from China, Bangladesh, Turkey, India, Pakistan,
Vietnam, Tunisia, Cambodia and Myanmar decreased. By contrast, EU imports from the United Kingdom, the
United States and Morocco registered an upward trend. 

The EU-27 recorded a 5.5% decrease in export values to third countries, following weak external demand. The
good performances on the Chinese market and the slight increase of EU sales to Hong Kong could not offset the
drop registered on other main markets. Among EU’s major customers, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and
Turkey recorded the strongest contractions of their purchases in value.

For more info on EU Trade evolution, please see the Euratex Spring Report 2023.



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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• 2022 Yearly evolution

Throughout the year, employment evolution in the textile and clothing industry turned positive (+0.2%
and +0.3%). However, after a promising start of the year, trends in the workforce pointed downwards.
The labour market in the last quarter turned negative in both sectors: textiles (-2.5%) and clothing
(-0.1%). When compared to its pre-pandemic level in Q4 2019, job creation in Q4 2022 was 4.9% down in
textiles and 6.7% down in clothing, as firms were affected by persistent uncertainty on short-term
business conditions.

4. Factors influencing the EU
Textile & Clothing industry
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4.1. Employment

An analysis by sector, sub-sector and Member States



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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While labour market has recovered more rapidly in some member states, other countries were still facing labour
market challenges in 2022. Of the seven main producing countries in the textile industry, four witnessed an increase
of their overall 2022 workforce: France (+4.8%), Italy (+2.7%), Belgium (+1.6%) and Portugal (+1.3%). Besides,
employment in Poland was relatively stable, while it trended downward in Germany (-1%) and Spain (-2.7%). These
seven countries concentrate over 70% of the total textile employment in the EU-27. Among other EU countries and
still on an encouraging note, we can add Latvia. Finally, Greece suffered the deepest losses among the member
states in the textile industry, with a -40% slump over the period. 

The labour force in the clothing industry increased by a sizeable +12% in Spain. Apart from Spain, Denmark,
France, Italy, Austria and Portugal, most member states were not able to retain their permanent workforce or hire
new workers. This was particularly the case in the Czech Rep. (-12%), Ireland (-10.8%), Sweden (-10.4%), Greece
(-7.2%), Poland (-5.6%), Croatia (-5.3%), Lithuania and Latvia (-3.9%). The employment cuts have been more
moderate in Germany (-0.5%), the Netherlands (-0.6%) and Belgium (-1.9%).



   * Cedefop. 2023 skills in transition The way to 2035

   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT

• 2023 Latest trends

Thanks to the 2022 economic rebound from the severe shock caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the EU T&C
sectors continued to grow moderately in terms of employment, in the first quarter of 2023. However, after a
satisfactory start of the year, trends in the EU workforce pointed downwards in both sectors on a q-o-q basis:
textiles (-0.6%, against +0.4% the previous quarter) and clothing (-3.2%, against +0.9%). When compared to its
pre-pandemic level in Q4 2019, job creation in Q2 2023 was still 4.4% down in textiles and 9.4% in clothing, as
firms continue to grapple with shortage of skilled labour, in particular in the production area.
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As economies recovered, difficulties finding people with the right skills reported by firms swiftly returned to pre-
pandemic levels. The growing tension between rising job vacancies and falling unemployment rates is often
interpreted as evidence of primarily supply-driven shortages. Increasing recruitment difficulties have coincided
with slashed training investments by firms, raising concerns that current skills-matching challenges may become
persistent in the medium term. Increasing labour market turnover and workforce ageing also underpin
recruitment bottlenecks. Digitalisation and companies adopting new digital work and learning practices may have
further accentuated the gap between hiring requirements and the skills of job applicants.*

On the textile side, the encouraging evolution in Spain (+5%) was not able to offset the sharp employment
decline in Ireland (-24%), in the Czech rep. (-3.2%), Italy (-3%), Greece (-1.7%), Austria (-1.5%), Croatia (-1.5%)
and in other EU countries (i.e. Denmark, Germany, Poland, Portugal and Sweden), with falls between -0.2% and
-0.6%. The workforce in the clothing industry strongly deteriorated in Spain (-35%), as well as in Austria (-4.6%),
Ireland (-4.5%), the Czech Rep. (-2.5%) and Latvia (-2%). Employment was also down in Greece, Croatia,
Lithuania, Poland and Portugal (below -2%). By contrast, the labour market strongly improved in Sweden
(+8.7%), Denmark (+2.8%) and Italy (+1.3%), while it showed mild growth in France and Germany.



   [1] OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2023-2032 [2] ICAC, 2023 report

   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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4.2. Input costs

The main drivers of producer price developments are the change in price of intermediate inputs, the variations
of the labour costs as well as production levels - following a change in consumer demand. Significantly higher
prices on energy and raw material markets are continuing to make the market environment very challenging.
The small industries are impacted more than the large manufacturers or factories as they have less scope to
absorb these shocks. 

This section looks at the evolution of raw materials costs (4.2.1), imports’ unit prices of semi-finished
goods (4.2.2), energy costs (4.2.3) and labour costs (4.2.4).

4.2.1.    Cost of raw materials

The natural and synthetic fiber markets in 2022 were characterized by rising prices in the first half of the year
and a significant decrease in demand and prices in the second half (with the exception of flax).

International cotton prices experienced important fluctuations in the 2022/23 season. The global economic
rebound along with the upsurge of textiles demand from the previous season kept prices high until May 2022,
when prices reached an eleven-year high. As a consequence of slowing global demand for cotton from June
2022, cotton prices dropped significantly. Despite the decline, prices in 2022 averaged 38% above their year-
earlier levels.[1] Affected by the projected increase in global cotton production and weak consumption growth,
cotton prices are expected to remain low in the new season. The price forecast of the season-average A index
for 2023/24 ranges from 70 cents to 105 cents per pound[2].

Similarly, after seeing relatively positive trends in the first half of 2022, wool prices turned down in the second
half of the year. In September 2023, prices of wool were slightly lower compared to August, and the same
month of the previous year (-5%).

https://doi.org/10.1787/08801ab7-en


   Data source:  INSEE, IMF, CELC, Wood Mackenzie, IBIS World
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

The increase in flax prices in the last two years is due to the impact of the health crisis on producers, but also
to the cyclical context. Contrary to other natural textile fibers which experienced a decrease in prices, the
current steady rise in prices, is explained by the bad weather conditions during the second quarter of 2023, in
the main EU producing countries.
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As a product class produced mainly from petroleum-based chemicals or petrochemicals, the price of synthetic
fibers is highly sensitive to fluctuations in the world price of crude oil. The increase in oil prices have therefore
also affected the prices of synthetic fibers, as fibers such as polyester, nylon and acrylics. With rising issues in
2022 from the war in Ukraine, which raised crude oil prices due to sanctions imposed on Russia and also
volatility on cotton prices, the price of synthetic fibers continued to grow at an exponential rate of 9.8% during
the year alone. However, in 2023, with recessionary fears taking shape and cotton prices set to decline as
more countries ramp up their cotton production, synthetic fiber prices are set to fall again, decreasing 0.8%
over the year.



   Data source: IMF Primary Commodity Price System
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

4.2.2.    Cost of imported semi-finished goods

In 2022, Extra-EU import prices of semi-finished textiles went strongly up in yarns (+31%), fabrics (woven +19%,
knitted +14%) and technical textiles (+5%, excl. made-up textiles). Furthermore, the evolution of import unit
prices of semi-finished textiles during the first part of 2023 (January-July) was again up in woven fabrics (+4.1%)
and technical textiles (+2.4%) but went down in yarns (-6.8%) and knitted fabrics (-2.3%).

4.2.3.    Energy prices

Besides the growth of raw material costs, the T&C sector has been hurt by the price surge of energy. Prices of
natural gas and electricity have soared in 2021 – up to 3 times higher - due to the global economic rebound
from the coronavirus shutdowns. Furthermore, the Ukraine crisis in 2022 has seriously impacted the energy
segment. Consequently, natural gas and electricity prices have reached unprecedented levels in Europe,
strongly affecting the European textile industry, where energy is used intensively, especially in yarn, dyeing and
finishing.
 

During the second quarter of 2023, prices’ index of energy (electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply)
recorded a noticeable contraction for the third time since Q2-2020. In September 2023, the natural gas prices
in Europe were 80% below 2022 levels and 50% below the 2021 ones. European gas prices have eased
significantly but remain 60% above their average 2015-19 levels and 4 times higher than in the USA. As a result,
high energy prices continued to put European producers under significant pressure.
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   Data source: EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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4.2.4.    Labour Costs

In 2021, the labour cost index (LCI)* rose by 4.9% in the whole manufacturing industry, the highest increase since
this indicator was introduced by Eurostat in 2002. The LCI shows the short-term development of the labour cost, the
total cost on an hourly basis of employing labour. In other words, the LCI measures the cost pressure arising from
the production factor “labour”.  The labour cost, defined as the total expenditure borne by employers for employing
staff, was estimated to be €30.5 per hour in 2022 (average covering the whole industry). In the second quarter of
2023, the hourly labour cost grew by 4.6% in the EU manufacturing industry, as compared with the same quarter of
the previous year. The main component of labour costs are wages & salaries, with a share of 75% of total costs.  
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* The index  is calculated dividing the labour costs by the number of hours worked. Labour costs are made up of costs for wages and salaries, plus non-
wage costs such as employer's social contributions. These do not include vocational training costs or other expenditures such as recruitment costs,
spending on working clothes, etc. The LCI covers all business units irrespective of the number of employees and all economic activities except agriculture,
forestry and fishing, private households and extra-territorial organisations. 



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

Wage growth in 2022 strengthened, supported by robust labour markets and some catchup in wages to
compensate workers for high inflation. Following this upward pressure, wages continued to grow at rates well
above historical averages. The EU gross wages and salaries index* was 6.6% up in textiles and 11% up in the
clothing sector, as compared with the previous year. The latest figures, covering the 2nd quarter 2023, showed that
wages rose at a slower pace in textile (+3.8%) and clothing (+9%, on a year-on-year basis).
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*The index of gross wages and salaries is defined as the total remuneration, in cash or in kind, payable to all persons counted on the
payroll (excluding agency workers), regardless of whether it is paid on the basis of working time, output or piecework and whether it is
paid regularly. Included are social contributions, income taxes, etc. payable by the employee even if they are withheld by the employer and
paid on behalf of the employee. Not included are social contributions payable by the employer, reimbursed expenses, training and other
labour-related costs.



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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4.3. EU consumer prices

2022 yearly evolution

Inflation, measured by the global harmonised index of consumer prices (HICP), accelerated from 2017 to
2019, decreased in 2020 under the impact of the COVID-19 measures. In 2021 and 2022, consumer prices
have consistently risen faster than expected. In 2022, EU annual inflation reached the highest level ever
measured at 9.2%. Compared with 2021, when the annual value was 2.9%, it more than tripled. 

Looking at the latest annual developments in the EU, among the 12 main headings, consumer prices for
housing, water, electricity, gas, and other fuels registered the highest increase in 2022, an average of 18%.
Transport followed, with an average increase of 12.1%, while food and non-alcoholic beverages rose by an
average of 11.9%. The other main headings all rose in 2022, between 2% and 8.1%, except the price of
communications, which fell marginally by 0.1%.

As in previous years, clothing and textile related consumer prices increased less rapidly than the overall HICP,
contributing to reduce the inflationary pressure on consumers. In 2022, price of garments grew by 2.9% on
average. Prices of home textiles as well as carpets and other floor coverings picked up, by respectively 6.2% and
7.2%, a much higher growth rate compared to the previous year (1.1% on average).



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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For clothing products, ·the Czech Rep. registered the highest overall increases among the EU member
states (+20%). It was also the only country registering a growth in clothing consumer prices higher than the
overall HICP. By contrast, Spain experienced a slight decrease in the HICP during in 2022.

Carpet prices recorded a double-digit increase in Lithuania, Denmark, The Netherlands, Hungary,
Sweden, Poland and the Czech Rep. (between +11% and 15%). At the other end of the range, the lowest
average annual inflation rates in 2022 were recorded in Finland and Austria (+2.7% on average). By
contrast, Cyprus and Malta registered negative growth rates (-6% and -12% respectively).

Looking at the 2022 evolution by countries and by main product groups, we note that:



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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Finally, household textiles’ prices picked up in all member states with the exception of Ireland (-6%).
Czechia recorded again the highest price increase in 2022 (+16%). The increases of harmonized prices in
Poland, Sweden, Austria, Hungary, Lithuania, Slovenia, Malta, Slovakia, Estonia, Croatia, Bulgaria,
Luxembourg, Germany, Finland and Denmark, were higher than the EU average (+6.2%). Greek consumers
saw household textiles’ prices growing slightly above +1%. 

• 2023 Latest trends

The COVID-19 health crisis is officially over, and supply-chain disruptions have returned to pre-pandemic levels. The EU
economic activity in the first quarter of the year proved resilient, despite the challenging environment, amid surprisingly
strong labour markets. Energy and food prices have come down sharply from their war-induced peaks, allowing global
inflation pressures to ease faster than expected. Clothing and textile related consumer prices have started to ease since their
peaks in June-July.



   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

ANNEX - Summary tables, by Country
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   Data source:  EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
   Unless specified, EU refers to EU27
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Summary tables, by Country
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EUROSTAT GLOSSARY
Production value
The production value measure the amount actually produced by the unit, based on sales, including changes in stocks and the resale of goods and
services. The production value is defined as turnover, plus or minus the changes in stocks of finished products, work in progress and goods and
services purchased for resale, minus the purchases of goods and services for resale, plus capitalised production, plus other operating income  
excluding subsidies).  Income and expenditure classified as financial or extra-ordinary in company accounts is excluded from production value.
Included in purchases of goods and services for resale are the purchases of services purchased in order to be rendered to third parties in the same
condition.
Note: Capitalised production includes the own-account production of all goods that are retained by their producers as investment. The latter  includes the
production of fixed tangible assets (buildings, etc.) as well as intangible assets (development of software, etc.). Capitalised production is unsold production and is
valued at production cost. Note that these capital goods are also to be included in investment.

changes in type and quality of the commodities and of the input materials;
Changes in stocks of finished goods and services, and work in progress;
Changes in technical input-output relations (processing techniques);
services, such as assembly of production units, repairs or planning.

gross production values (deflated);
production volumes (physical quantities data);
turnover (deflated);
work input;
raw material input;
energy input.

Production index
The production index is a business cycle indicator which aims to measure changes in value added at factor cost of industry over a given reference
period. It does this by measuring changes in the volume of output and activity at close and regular intervals, usually monthly.  In order to calculate a
genuine value added indicator data would be needed for an industry's gross output as well as for the inputs used in the production of these
outputs. Such data are generally not available on a monthly (or quarterly) basis. In practice, suitable proxy values for the calculation of the
production index are needed. 
The production index should also take into account:

Within industry, these may include:

quantity of units sold;
transport provided;
rebates;
service conditions;
guarantee conditions; 
destination.

Producer price index (PPI)
The (industrial) producer price index, abbreviated as PPI and also called output price index, is a business-cycle indicator showing the development
of transaction prices for the monthly industrial output of economic activities. The PPI does not only serve as an early indicator
of inflationary pressures in the economy before it reaches the consumer, but it can also record the evolution of prices over longer time periods.

The PPI for a specific economic activity measures the monthly change in the trading price of products and related services. The PPI is an output index
– it measures price changes from the seller's perspective. The prices collected in period  t  should refer to orders booked during period  t  (at the
moment of the order) and not the moment when the commodities leave the factory gates. Price indices are calculated as a weighted average of the
relevant products. 
The appropriate price for calculating the PPI is the basic price that excludes VAT and similar deductible taxes which are directly linked to turnover, as
well as all duties and taxes on the goods and services invoiced. However, subsidies on products received by the producer, if there are any, should
be added to the basic price. All price-determining characteristics should be taken into account, including the:
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Data source: EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
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EUROSTAT GLOSSARY

all duties and taxes on the goods or services invoiced by the unit with the exception of the value-added tax (VAT) invoiced by the unit vis-à-vis
its customer and other similar deductible taxes directly linked to turnover;
all other charges (transport, packaging, etc.) passed on to the customer, even if these charges are listed separately on the invoice.

income classified as other operating income, financial income and extraordinary income in compan accounts;
operating subsidies received from public authorities or the EU institutions.

Turnover
Turnover comprises the totals invoiced by the observation unit during the reference period: this corresponds to the total value of market sales of
goods and services to third parties. Turnover includes:

Excluded are:

An enterprise  is the smallest combination of legal units that is an organisational unit producing goods or services, which benefits from a certain
degree of autonomy in decision-making, especially for the allocation of its current resources. An enterprise carries out one or more activities at one
or more locations. An enterprise may be a sole legal unit.

Enterprise

capitalized production (+);
other operating income (+);
increases (+) or decreases (-) of stocks;
purchases of goods and services (-);
other taxes on products which are linked to
turnover but not deductible (-);
duties and taxes linked to production (-).

Alternatively, it can be calculated from the gross operating surplus by adding personnel costs.

Value added at factor cost
Value added at factor cost  is the gross income from operating activities after adjusting for operating subsidies and indirect taxes. It can be
calculated as the total sum of items to be added (+) or subtracted (-):
turnover (+);

Gross investment in tangible goods  is defined as investment during the reference period in all tangible goods. Included are new and existing
tangible capital goods, whether bought from third parties or produced for own use (i.e. capitalised production of tangible capital goods), having a
useful life of more than one year including non-produced tangible goods such as land. Investments in intangible and financial assets are excluded.

Gross investment in tangible goods

The number of persons employed  is defined as the total number of persons who work in the observation unit (inclusive of working proprietors,
partners working regularly in the unit and unpaid family workers), as well as persons who work outside the unit who belong to it and are paid by it
(e.g. sales representatives, delivery personnel, repair and maintenance teams). It excludes manpower supplied to the unit by other enterprises,
persons carrying out repair and maintenance work in the enquiry unit on behalf of other enterprises, as well as those on compulsory military
service.

Persons employed

The  index of gross wages and salaries  is defined as the total remuneration, in cash or in kind, payable to all persons counted on the payroll
(excluding agency workers), regardless of whether it is paid on the basis of working time, output or piecework and whether it is paid regularly.
Included are social contributions, income taxes, etc. payable by the employee even if they are withheld by the employer and paid on behalf of the
employee. Not included are social contributions payable by the employer, reimbursed expenses, training and other labour-related costs.

Index of gross wages and salaries - SBS



A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  4 9    

Data source: EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT
Unless specified, EU refers to EU27

EUROSTAT GLOSSARY

Average personnel costs (or unit labour costs) equal personnel costs divided by the number of employees (persons who are paid and
have an employment contract).

Personnel costs
Personnel costs  are defined as the total remuneration, in cash or in kind, payable by an employer to an  employee  (regular
and  temporary employees, as well as home-workers) in return for work done by the latter during the reference period. Personnel
costs  are made up of wages, salaries and employers' social security costs. They include taxes and employees' social security
contributions retained by the employer, as well as the employer's compulsory and voluntary social contributions.

This sales deflator is an index with a similar methodology to that of an output price index but it is adapted specifically for the retail
trade. It reflects price changes in the goods sold rather than the sales service provided.

Volume of sales index
The volume of sales index, more commonly called the index of the volume of (retail) sales, is the value of retail sales in terms of its
volume. The volume of sales index is a volume measure of the retail trade turnover index. In order to eliminate the price effect
on turnover in the retail trade, a deflator of sales is used.

A confidence indicator is a statistical indicator based on the results from business surveys interrogating enterprises on their current
economic situation and their expectations about future developments. Five separate confidence indicators are produced, for industry,
construction, services, retail trade and consumers. Each confidence indicator is calculated as the simple  arithmetic average  of the
(seasonally adjusted) balances of positive and negative answers to specific questions, e.g. regarding economic expectations. In order
to be able to track overall economic activity, a broader economic sentiment indicator (ESI)  is calculated as a composite indicator of
these confidence indicators.

Confidence indicator

The harmonised index of consumer prices, abbreviated as HICP, is the consumer price index as it is calculated in the EU, according
to a harmonised approach and a single set of definitions. It is mainly used to measure inflation.

Harmonised index of consumer prices (HICP)

Consumer price index (CPI)
The consumer price index, abbreviated as CPI, measures the change over time in the prices of consumer goods and services
acquired, used or paid for by households. It is an important measure of inflation in the European Union (EU).
CPIs aim to cover the whole set of goods and services consumed within the territory of a country by the population. To do this, a
representative set is selected; the so-called “consumer basket”. Consumer goods and services include, for example, food and
beverages, products for personal hygiene, newspapers and periodicals, expenditure on housing, water, electricity, gas and other
fuels, health, transport, communications, education, restaurants and hotels.
Many of these goods and services are bought frequently or consumed on a daily basis.
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Reproduction is authorised with prior permission from the author, except for commercial
purposes and provided that the source (EURATEX) is acknowledged. 

Since 2020, EURATEX has reshaped the format, content and frequency of its annual traditional
reports, formerly known as the “Bulletins”.  The 4 annual issues have been merged into two
reports:

The Spring Report, an analysis of the EU textile & clothing external trade 
The Autumn Report, an economic analysis of the EU textile & clothing industry and short-
term prospects

EU Data in this report refers to EU-27 (2020).

"T&C" mentioned in this report refers to products categories which are based on the NACE
classification: Textiles (division 13) and clothing (division 14). Data used in Part A of the report
are from Eurostat for the economic evolution analysis combined with data collected from
DG ECFIN. Part B includes analysis and data from EURATEX Members.

Data source: EURATEX, based on EUROSTAT & Members data

COPYRIGHT NOTICE:

METHODOLOGICAL NOTES AND SOURCE:
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Austria
Belgium
Czech Rep.
Croatia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Italy
Netherlands
Poland
Serbia
Switzerland
Turkey

List of contacts

53
55
58
63
66
70
74
88
89
93
99
101
103
115
119

123

Note
Reports for Denmark, Lithuania, Sweden, Spain,
Portugal and the United Kingdom : 
not available.

Disclaimer
Reports are provided by EURATEX member
associations. Content is the sole responsibility
of the National Associations.



   Data source: Country report

Tex t i l e  indus t r y

Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  and  evo lu t ion

of  the  tex t i l e  indus t r y  in  2022

I n  2 0 2 2 ,  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  A u s t r i a  w a s  d i v i d e d

i n t o  t w o  p a r t s .  T h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  y e a r  w a s  s t i l l

s t r o n g l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  c o r o n a - r e l a t e d  c a t c h - u p

p r o c e s s e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  w a s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y

w e a k e r  d u e  t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  w a r  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t

U k r a i n e  a n d  h i g h  i n f l a t i o n .  F o r  2 0 2 2  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h

i s  s t i l l  v e r y  s t r o n g  a t  4 . 9 % .  

H o w e v e r ,  a  t e c h n i c a l  r e c e s s i o n ,  i . e .  t w o  c o n s e c u t i v e

q u a r t e r s  o f  n e g a t i v e  g r o w t h ,  i s  e x p e c t e d  o v e r  t h e

c o u r s e  o f  2 0 2 2 / 2 3 .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e c o n o m y  r e c o v e r s  o n l y  h e s i t a n t l y ,  a n d

i n f l a t i o n  r e m a i n s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  h i g h .  E c o n o m i c

g r o w t h  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  o n l y  b e  w e a k l y  p o s i t i v e  a t  0 . 6 %

i n  2 0 2 3 .  

 I n  2 0 2 4 ,  t h e  g l o b a l  e c o n o m y  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e c o v e r

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a n d  i n f l a t i o n a r y  p r e s s u r e  t o  e a s e .  A g a i n s t

t h i s  b a c k g r o u n d ,  t h e  d e l a y e d  i n f l a t i o n  s e t t l e m e n t  w i l l

l e a d  t o  a  s t r o n g  i n c r e a s e  i n  r e a l  w a g e s  a n d  a n

a c c e l e r a t i o n  o f  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  t o  1 . 7 % .  ( S o u r c e :

Ö N B - A u s t r i a n  N a t i o n a l  B a n k )

Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e  ac t i v i t y
       

I n  2 0 2 2  t h e  v a l u e  o f  so ld  produc t ion  o f  t e x t i l e s

( i n c l u d i n g  k n i t t i n g )  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 1 , 3  %  ( C o r r e s p o n d s

t o  O E N A C E  C o d e  1 3 )  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 .

I n  2 0 2 2 ,  sa les  o f  t e x t i l e s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  9 . 1 %  ( t o  2 . 8

b i l l i o n  e u r o s )  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .

T e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s  r e c o r d e d  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  6 . 3 %  a n d

a p p a r e l  a n d  h o m e  t e x t i l e s  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  1 1 . 2 % .  

Fac tors  In f luenc ing  Tex t i l e s  and  The i r  Evo lu t ion

Ex te rna l  T rade :  T h e  e x p o r t s  o f  t e x t i l e s  i n c r e a s e d

b y  1 2 . 3  % ,  a n d  i m p o r t s  b y  1 1 . 8  % .

Employment :  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  2 0 2 2 ,  1 0 4  c o m p a n i e s

e m p l o y e d  a  t o t a l  o f  1 0 , 5 1 0  p e o p l e .  T h i s

r e p r e s e n t s  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  2 . 0  %  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f

e m p l o y e e s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .

Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e  ac t i v i t y  dur ing  the  f i r s t

months  o f  2023  and  prospec t s

A l t h o u g h  c o m p a n i e s  i n  t h e  A u s t r i a n  t e x t i l e

i n d u s t r y  r e p o r t e d  p o s i t i v e  s a l e s  r e v e n u e s  f o r

2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  w o r s e .

 S h o r t a g e s  o f  r a w  m a t e r i a l s ,  s u p p l y  b o t t l e n e c k s

a n d  s u p p l y  c h a i n  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  r i s i n g

p r i c e s  a n d  t h e  u n c e r t a i n  e n e r g y  s i t u a t i o n  a r e

c a u s i n g  s e v e r e  p r o b l e m s .

AUSTRIA
Fachverband der Textil-, Bekleidungs-, Schuh- und Lederindustrie – TBSL
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C lo th ing  indus t r y

Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  

I n  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  A u s t r i a n  g r o s s  n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t

i n c r e a s e d  b y  4 . 8  % .  A t  t h e  m o m e n t ,  t h e  f o r e c a s t  f o r

2 0 2 3  e x p e c t s  a  d e c r e a s e  o f  - 0 . 8  % .

Evo lu t ion  o f  c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y
       

D e s p i t e  a l l  t h i s ,  t h e  y e a r  2 0 2 2 ,  m a r k e d  b y  u n i m a g i n a b l e

a n d  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  e v e n t s ,  w a s  a n  e c o n o m i c a l l y  p o s i t i v e

y e a r  f o r  o u r  i n d u s t r i e s .  G r o w t h  w a s  n o t  e q u a l l y  s t r o n g

i n  a l l  p r o d u c t  s e g m e n t s ,  b u t  e c o n o m i c a l l y  w e  w e r e  a t

t h e  s a m e  l e v e l  a s  i n  2 0 1 9 ,  i f  n o t  e v e n  h i g h e r .

R i s i n g  e n e r g y  c o s t s  a n d  h i g h  l a b o r  c o s t s ,  w h i c h  a l s o  r o s e

m o r e  s h a r p l y  i n  A u s t r i a  l a s t  y e a r  t h a n  i n  m a n y

c o m p e t i n g  l o c a t i o n s ,  a r e  m a k i n g  a n  a d d i t i o n a l

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  d a m p e n i n g  s a l e s .  S i n c e  o u r  c o m p a n i e s

a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  h a v i n g  p r o b l e m s  p a s s i n g  o n  r i s i n g  c o s t s

t o  p r i c e s ,  o u r  c o m p a n y ' s  e a r n i n g s  s i t u a t i o n  h a s

d e t e r i o r a t e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  2 0 2 2 .

Produc t ion :  T h e  d o m e s t i c  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  C l o t h i n g  w i t h i n

A u s t r i a  i n c r e a s e d  b y  2 1  %  i n  2 0 2 2 .

T h e  m a j o r  s u b c o n t r a c t i n g  p a r t n e r s  a r e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n

t h e  n e w  E U - m e m b e r  s t a t e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  a  s m a l l e r

d e g r e e  i n  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a ,  S e r b i a ,  M a c e d o n i a

a n d  A l b a n i a ,  M o l d a v i a .

Turnover :  I n  2 0 2 2  t h e  t u r n o v e r  o f  t h e  A u s t r i a n  C l o t h i n g

I n d u s t r y  i n c r e a s e d  b y  + 1 9  %  t o  1 , 0 5  b i l l i o n  € .

Expor t s/ Impor t s :  I n  2 0 2 2  t h e  e x p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  +

1 1 . 3  %  ( i n c l u d i n g  t r a n s i t  p r o d u c t s  a n d  c u t s ) .  

I n  t h e  m a i n  m a r k e t  G e r m a n y ,  t h e  e x p o r t s  s h o w e d  a

d e c r e a s i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  b y  - 0 . 5  % ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a n

i n c r e a s e  i n  I t a l y  ( + 3 . 0  % )  a n d  F r a n c e  ( + 1 5 . 2  % ) .  E x p o r t s

t o  t h e  U S A  s h o w  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  2 9 . 6  %  b u t  e x p o r t s  t o

R u s s i a  s h o w  h i g h  l o s s e s  i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  - 4 6 . 7  % .

   Data source: Country report

I m p o r t s  i n  2 0 2 2  d e c r e a s e d  b y  1 2  % .  T h e  i m p o r t s

f r o m  C h i n a  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 8  %  a n d  a l s o

i m p o r t s  f r o m  B a n g l a d e s h  ( + 3 2  % )  a n d  T u r k e y

( + 1 1 . 7  % )  g a i n e d .

Employment :  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e e s  w i t h i n

t h e  A u s t r i a n  C l o t h i n g  I n d u s t r y  d e c r e a s e d  b y  –  2 , 3

%  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 , 6 6 7  e m p l o y e e s ,  b e c a u s e  o f

t h e  l o s s  o f  a  m a j o r  c o m p a n y  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g

i n d u s t r y .  n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e e s  w i t h i n  t h e

A u s t r i a n  C l o t h i n g  I n d u s t r y  d e c r e a s e d  b y  -  1 3  %  t o

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 , 8 0 0  e m p l o y e e s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e

l o s s  o f  a  m a j o r  c o m p a n y  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y .  

Evo lu t ion  o f  C lo th ing  Indus t ry  dur ing  the  f i r s t

months  o f  2023  and  prospec t s

W h i l e  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 3  w a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d

b y  a  s l o w i n g  u p w a r d  t r e n d  i n  t h e  a r e a s  i n

d e m a n d  b y  c o n s u m e r s ,  f r o m  A p r i l  2 0 2 3  t h e

w e a k e n i n g  e c o n o m y  w i l l  b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y

n o t i c e a b l e  i n  m a n y  s e g m e n t s .

A  q u i c k  t u r n a r o u n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  n o t  i n  s i g h t ,  a s

i n c o m i n g  o r d e r s  h a v e  s o  f a r  d e t e r i o r a t e d  e v e n

m o r e  t h a n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  b e c a u s e

o u r  G e r m a n  c u s t o m e r s '  o r d e r  b e h a v i o r  i s

e x t r e m e l y  c a u t i o u s  a n d  t h e  G e r m a n  i n d u s t r i a l

e c o n o m y  i s  w e a k e n i n g ,  a n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d

b e c a u s e  g l o b a l  t r a d e  i n  g o o d s  h a s  a c t u a l l y

s t a g n a t e d .

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

D o m e s t i c  p r o d u c t i o n  2 0 2 2  a p p r .  €  2 1 0  m i l l i o n

T u r n o v e r  2 0 2 2  ( t o t a l )  a p p r .  €  1 , 0 5  b i l l i o n  ( i n c l .

K n i t w e a r )

N u m b e r  o f  e n t e r p r i s e s  2 0 2 2  ( t o t a l )  1 2 8

N u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e e s  ( t o t a l )  a p p r .  5 , 6 6 7

AUSTRIA
Fachverband der Textil-, Bekleidungs-, Schuh- und Lederindustrie – TBSL
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3 .  Fac to rs  in f luenc ing  tex t i l e s  and  the i r

evo lu t ion

3 .1 .  Fore ign  t rade  :  t ex t i l e  (exc l .  t ex t i l e  f ibers  and

woven  c lo th ing ,  inc l .  kn i t ted  c lo th ing  

and  t rans i t  t rade)

T e x t i l e  e x p o r t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t r a n s i t  a n d  k n i t w e a r )  g r e w

b y  1 2 . 5 %  i n  2 0 2 2 .  I m p o r t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t r a n s i t  a n d

k n i t w e a r )  i n c r e a s e d  b y  2 0 . 2 % .  T h e  s u r p l u s  o n  t h e

t e x t i l e  t r a d e  b a l a n c e  r e a c h e d  1 . 8  b i l l i o n  e u r o s .

2 1 . 2 %  o f  t o t a l  t e x t i l e  e x p o r t s  a r e  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s  o f

w h i c h  e x p o r t s  r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e  ( + 0 . 7 % ) .  I n t e r i o r

t e x t i l e s ,  w i t h  a n  e x p o r t  s h a r e  o f  a r o u n d  1 8 . 7 % ,  g r e w

b y  1 . 8 % .  E x p o r t s  o f  y a r n s  ( s h a r e  4 . 6 % )  w e n t  u p  w i t h

1 5 . 1 %  w h i l e  e x p o r t s  o f  w o v e n  f a b r i c s  m a i n l y  f o r

c l o t h i n g  ( s h a r e  4 . 1 % )  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 3 . 8 % .  K n i t t e d

f a b r i c s  ( s h a r e  0 . 3 % )  d e c r e a s e d  b y  1 . 6 % .  E x p o r t s  o f

k n i t t e d  c l o t h i n g  ( s h a r e  4 7 . 9 % ) ,  m e a n l y  t r a n s i t ,  w a s

2 5 . 5 %  h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  2 0 2 1 .  O t h e r  t e x t i l e s  ( s h a r e

3 . 1 % )  d r o p p e d  b y  5 . 1 % .    

8 1 %  o f  t o t a l  t e x t i l e  e x p o r t s  a r e  d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  E U .

E x p o r t s  t o  t h e  E U  m a r k e t  r e b o u n d e d  b y  1 5 . 2 % .

E x p o r t s  t o  t h e  t h r e e  m a i n  e x p o r t  m a r k e t s  w i t h i n  t h e

E U  i n c r e a s e d :  F r a n c e  + 1 7 . 3 %  ( s h a r e  o f  2 3 . 0 %  i n  t o t a l

B e l g i a n  t e x t i l e  e x p o r t s ) ,  G e r m a n y  + 1 1 . 0 %  ( s h a r e

1 8 . 0 % )  a n d  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  + 8 . 2 %  ( s h a r e  9 . 7 % ) .

S i tua t ion  o f  the  Be lg ian  tex t i l e  indus t r y  in

2022  and  out look  fo r  2023

1 .Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  2022-2023

D e s p i t e  t h e  e n e r g y  p r i c e  s h o c k  i n  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  e u r o  a r e a

a s  a  w h o l e  n a r r o w l y  a v o i d e d  a  r e c e s s i o n .  H o w e v e r ,

e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  r e m a i n s  w e a k  i n  2 0 2 3 .  E x p o r t s  a r e

h e l d  b a c k  b y  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  g r o w t h  i n  w o r l d  t r a d e ,

p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  c o n s u m e r  i n t e r e s t  h a s  s h i f t e d  t o

d o m e s t i c  s e r v i c e s  a f t e r  t h e  c o r o n a  r e s t r i c t i o n s .

E c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  e u r o z o n e  i s  e s t i m a t e d  a t

0 . 7 % .  B e l g i u m  w a s  a b l e  t o  a v o i d  a  r e c e s s i o n  b e c a u s e

o f  t h e  s i z e  o f  i t s  s e r v i c e s  s e c t o r  a n d  t h e  s u p p o r t  t o

p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e r  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  a u t o m a t i c

i n d e x a t i o n  o f  i n c o m e s .  T h i s  o f f s e t  t h e  c o n t r a c t i o n  i n

e x p o r t s .  B e l g i a n  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  w a s  s t i l l  3 . 2 %  i n

2 0 2 2 ,  b u t  w o u l d  s l o w  t o  1 . 0 %  i n  2 0 2 3 .  I n f l a t i o n

p e a k e d  a t  9 . 6 %  i n  2 0 2 2  a n d  f a l l s  t o  4 . 4 %  i n  2 0 2 3 .  5 0

0 0 0  j o b s  w o u l d  b e  c r e a t e d  i n  2 0 2 3 ,  f o l l o w i n g  a n

e x c e p t i o n a l l y  s t r o n g  i n c r e a s e  o f  1 0 1  0 0 0  j o b s  i n  2 0 2 2 .

( S o u r c e  :  F e d e r a l  P l a n n i n g  B u r e a u  7 t h  S e p t e m b e r

2 0 2 3 ) .

2 .  Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e  ac t i v i t y

I n  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  w a r  i n  U k r a i n e  a n d  t h e  e n s u i n g  e n e r g y

c r i s i s  p u t  a n  a b r u p t  e n d  t o  t h e  r e c o v e r y  s t a r t e d  a f t e r

t h e  c o r o n a  c r i s i s .  T e x t i l e  a c t i v i t y  f e l l  b y  4 . 3 %  i n

v o l u m e  i n  2 0 2 2  ( t u r n o v e r  + 8 . 6 %  i n  v a l u e ;  o u t p u t

p r i c e s  u p  1 2 . 9 % ) .  T e x t i l e  o u t p u t  a l s o  f e l l  i n  t h e  f i r s t

h a l f  o f  2 0 2 3  :  - 1 0 . 2 %  i n  v o l u m e  ( t u r n o v e r  - 0 . 3 %  i n

v a l u e ;  o u t p u t  p r i c e s  u p  9 . 9 % ) .
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Be lg ian  fo re ign  t rade  in  tex t i l e  p roduc t s ,  exc lus i ve  o f  tex t i l e  f ibers :  b reakdown per  ma in  a reas .

S o u r c e :  I n s t i t u t  d e s  C o m p t e s  N a t i o n a u x

( 1 ) :  c o u n t r y  o f  d e s t i n a t i o n

( 2 ) :  c o u n t r y  o f  p r o v e n a n c e  ( I N T R A S T A T ) ;  c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n  ( E X T R A S T A T )
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3 .2 .  Employment  t rends

I n  2 0 2 2 ,  1 7 , 3 3 8  e m p l o y e e s  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e

t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  1 1 9  j o b s  w e r e  l o s t ;  a  d e c r e a s e  o f

0 . 7 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 .

 

3 .3 .  Wage  t rends

A c c o r d i n g  t o  p r o v i s i o n a l  f i g u r e s  f r o m  t h e  F P S  E c o n o m y

t h e  a v e r a g e  h o u r l y  w a g e  i n  t e x t i l e  f o r  2 0 2 1  w a s  1 7 . 3 9

€  a n d  f o r  2 0 2 2  1 8 . 9 0  € .  F o r  2 0 2 3  t h e r e  i s  n o t  y e t  a n y

p r o v i s i o n a l  f i g u r e  a v a i l a b l e .  A s  t h e r e  w a s  a  d o u b l e

i n d e x a t i o n  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 3  a n d  o n e  i n d e x a t i o n  i n

O c t o b e r  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  h o u r l y  w a g e  i n  2 0 2 3  c a n  b e

e s t i m a t e d  1 9 . 7 6  € .  

F e d u s t r i a  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  h o u r l y  w a g e  c o s t

i n  t e x t i l e  a m o u n t e d  t o  3 4 . 5 5  €  i n  2 0 2 3  ( 3 3 . 0 5  €  i n

2 0 2 2 ) .

3 .4 .  Impor tance  o f  inves tment

I n  2 0 2 2 ,  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  i n c r e a s e d

b y  2 2 . 1 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 .  I n v e s t m e n t  a l s o

i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  2 0 2 3 :  + 8 . 9 %

c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d  i n  2 0 2 2 .  

C a p a c i t y  u t i l i s a t i o n  i n  t e x t i l e s  f e l l  f r o m  7 1 . 7 %  i n  2 0 2 1

t o  6 8 . 3 %  i n  2 0 2 2 .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  n i n e  m o n t h s  o f

2 0 2 3 ,  c a p a c i t y  u t i l i s a t i o n  f e l l  f u r t h e r  t o  6 6 . 8 % .  B e f o r e

t h e  c o r o n a  p a n d e m i c  o u t b r e a k  i n  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  c a p a c i t y

u t i l i s a t i o n  r a t e  w a s  s t i l l  7 3 . 6 % .  

4 .  Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e  ac t i v i t y  dur ing  the  f i r s t

months  o f  2023  and  prospec t s  

T h e  e n e r g y  c r i s i s  a n d  t h e  e n s u i n g  o u t - o f - c o n t r o l

i n f l a t i o n ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  a u t o m a t i c  w a g e  i n d e x a t i o n

i n  B e l g i u m ,  l e d  t o  a  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  c r i s i s  a n d

c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a  h a n d i c a p  o n  e x p o r t  m a r k e t s ,  w h i c h

w i l l  b e  c l e a r l y  f e l t  f r o m  2 0 2 3  o n w a r d s .  O n  t o p  o f  t h a t ,

c o n s u m e r s  a r e  s t i l l  c a u t i o u s  a b o u t  s p e n d i n g  o n

c o n s u m e r  d u r a b l e s .  

I n  2 0 2 4 ,  t h e  e u r o z o n e  e c o n o m y  c o u l d  b e n e f i t  f r o m  a

s l i g h t  p i c k - u p  i n  w o r l d  t r a d e  g r o w t h  a n d  h o u s e h o l d

s p e n d i n g  w o u l d  b e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  c o o l i n g  i n f l a t i o n  a n d

w a g e  g r o w t h .  T h i s  b o o s t s  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  e u r o

a r e a  t o  1 . 1 % .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  e x p o r t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r

t h e  B e l g i a n  e c o n o m y  i m p r o v e ,  w h i l e  d o m e s t i c  d e m a n d

g r o w t h  w o u l d  r e m a i n  a l m o s t  s t a b l e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,

B e l g i a n  G D P  g r o w t h  w o u l d  r e a c h  1 . 3 %  i n  2 0 2 4 .

I n f l a t i o n  w o u l d  a v e r a g e  4 . 1 %  i n  2 0 2 4 .  

( S o u r c e  :  F e d e r a l  P l a n n i n g  B u r e a u  7 t h  S e p t e m b e r

2 0 2 3 ) .

T h e  e x p e c t e d  l i m i t e d  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  i n  2 0 2 4  i n

B e l g i u m  a n d  t h e  E U  m a k e s  t h e  o u t l o o k  f o r  a c t i v i t y  i n

t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  s l i g h t l y  p o s i t i v e .  M e a n w h i l e ,

h o w e v e r ,  t h e  r e c e n t  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  i s

c r e a t i n g  r e n e w e d  t e n s i o n  i n  e n e r g y  m a r k e t s  a n d

o v e r s h a d o w i n g  t h i s  o u t l o o k .



   Data source: Country report

Economic  deve lopment  o f  the  tex t i l e  and  c lo th ing  indus t ry  in  2022

T h e  t o t a l  v o l u m e  o f  s a l e s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  f o r  c o m p a n i e s  w i t h  2 0  o r  m o r e  e m p l o y e e s  i n  2 0 2 2

r e a c h e d  C Z K  6 1 . 1  b i l l i o n ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  a  g r o w t h  o f  1 2 . 9 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 .  T h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  t e x t i l e

a n d  c l o t h i n g  g o o d s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  r i s i n g  i n f l a t i o n  c o n t r i b u t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  s a l e s .  T h e  g r o w t h

o f  p r o d u c t i o n  i t s e l f  c a n  b e  e s t i m a t e d  t o  1 – 2 % .

A c r o s s  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  0 . 7 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e

p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d  w h e r e  t h e r e  w a s  a  d e c r e a s e .  T h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  g r o w t h  c a n n o t  y e t  b e  p r e c i s e l y  i d e n t i f i e d .  D u e  t o

t h e  h i g h  i n f l a t i o n ,  w a g e s  i n c r e a s e d  m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  w h e r e  t h e  s h a r e  o f  m a n u a l  l a b o r  i s

h i g h e r ,  b y  a  f u l l  9 . 8 % .  A v e r a g e  s a l e s  p e r  e m p l o y e e  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  t h e n  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 2 . 4 % ,  w h i c h  i s  l e s s

t h a n  t h e  g r o w t h  i n  s a l e s  a l o n e ,  f o r  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  s a l e s  p e r  e m p l o y e e  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 2 . 4 % ,  a n d  t h i s  i s

a l s o  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  g r o w t h  i n  s a l e s  a l o n e .

I n  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  i n  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  g o o d s ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  i t s  e x p o r t e d  v a l u e  ( i n  C Z K ) ,

n a m e l y  b y  8 . 1 % ,  b u t  t h e  t o t a l  v o l u m e  o f  e x p o r t e d  g o o d s  i n  k i l o g r a m s  d e c r e a s e d  b y  5 . 7 % .  F r o m  t h e  a b o v e ,  i t  c a n

b e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  e x p o r t s  w a s  m a i n l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p r i c e s  o f

g o o d s .  T h e  o v e r a l l  t r a d e  b a l a n c e  f o r  c l o t h i n g  g o o d s  r e m a i n s  i n  n e g a t i v e  v a l u e s  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  w h i l e  t h e  t r a d e

b a l a n c e  f o r  t e x t i l e  g o o d s  i s  p o s i t i v e .

1)  Sa les

B a s e d  o n  t h e  r e s u l t s  f o r  t h e  y e a r  2 0 2 2 ,  s a l e s  a t  c u r r e n t  p r i c e s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  ( h e r e i n a f t e r

r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  T O P )  r e a c h e d  C Z K  6 1 . 1  b i l l i o n .  O f  t h i s ,  C Z K  5 1 . 5  b i l l i o n  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  s e c t o r  a n d  C Z K  9 . 6  b i l l i o n  i n

t h e  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r .  T h i s  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  a  1 3 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  s a l e s  i n  T O P  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 .  T h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y

c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h i s  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  s a l e s  b y  1 2 . 9 % ,  a n d  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  s a l e s  b y  1 3 . 5 % .
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2)  Employment

E m p l o y m e n t ,  m e a s u r e d  b y  t h e  a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e d  p e r s o n s  i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h  2 0  o r  m o r e  w o r k e r s ,

r e a c h e d  a  l e v e l  o f  2 7 . 9  t h o u s a n d  i n  T O P  i n  2 0 2 2 .  o f  e m p l o y e d  p e r s o n s ,  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  a  g r o w t h  o f  0 . 7 %

c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 .  E m p l o y m e n t  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  r e c o r d e d  g r o w t h  t o  1 8 . 6  t h o u s a n d .  o f  e m p l o y e d  p e r s o n s ,

t h a t  i s  0 . 5 %  m o r e  t h a n  i n  2 0 2 1 .  T h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  a l s o  s a w  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e d  p e r s o n s  t o

9 . 3  t h o u s a n d ,  w h i c h  i s  1 %  m o r e  t h a n  i n  2 0 2 1 .
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3)  Wage  deve lopment

T h e  a v e r a g e  m o n t h l y  s a l a r y  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  T O P  r e a c h e d  f o r  t h e  y e a r  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  v a l u e  i s  2 8 . 1  t h o u s a n d  C Z K ,  w h i c h

r e p r e s e n t s  g r o w t h  o f  7 . 2 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 .  I n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y ,  w a g e s  r e a c h e d  3 1 . 3  t h o u s a n d .  C Z K  a n d  t h i s

v a l u e  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  C Z K  7 , 6 0 0  h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y .

N o t e :  o n l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h  2 0  o r  m o r e  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d                                                     S o u r c e :  A T O K

N o t e :  o n l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h  2 0  o r  m o r e  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d                                                     S o u r c e :  A T O K
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4)  Work  produc t i v i t y

P r o d u c t i v i t y ,  m e a s u r e d  b y  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  s a l e s  ( i n  c u r r e n t  p r i c e s )  p e r  w o r k e r  p e r  y e a r ,  r e a c h e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y

h i g h e r  v a l u e  i n  2 0 2 2  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  ( C Z K  2 , 7 7 0 , 0 0 0 / w o r k e r / y e a r )  t h a n  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  ( C Z K

1 , 0 3 0 , 0 0 0 / w o r k e r / y e a r ) .  I n  a  y e a r - o n - y e a r  c o m p a r i s o n ,  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  s e c t o r  t h i s  p r o d u c t i v i t y  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 2 . 4 %

c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 .  I n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  p r o d u c t i v i t y  i n c r e a s e  o f  1 2 . 4 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 .
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5)  Fore ign  t rade

T h e  v a l u e  o f  e x p o r t s  o f  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  g o o d s  f o r  2 0 2 2

r e a c h e d  C Z K  1 4 5 . 2  b i l l i o n  a n d  t h u s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  8 . 1 %

c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 ,  o f  w h i c h  t h e  v a l u e  o f  e x p o r t s  o f  t e x t i l e

g o o d s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  9 . 2 %  a n d  c l o t h i n g  g o o d s  b y  7 % .  I n  t h e  c a s e

o f  i m p o r t s ,  t e x t i l e  g o o d s  g r e w  b y  4 . 8 %  t o  a  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  C Z K

6 7 . 3  b i l l i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  b y

1 5 . 5 %  t o  C Z K  1 0 4 . 5  b i l l i o n .  T h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  t h e n

c o n t i n u e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  n e g a t i v e  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  b a l a n c e .  I n

c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  b a l a n c e  s h e e t  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  r e t u r n e d  t o

p o s i t i v e  v a l u e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d

c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i s  s t i l l  n e g a t i v e .

N o t e :  o n l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h  2 0  o r  m o r e  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d                                                     S o u r c e :  A T O K
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5)  Fore ign  t rade  ( vo lume)

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  e x p o r t s  o f  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  g o o d s

f o r  t h e  y e a r  2 0 2 2  i n  t o n s  d e c r e a s e d  b y  5 . 7 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 ,

o f  w h i c h  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  e x p o r t s  o f  t e x t i l e  g o o d s  r e c o r d e d  a

d e c r e a s e  o f  7 . 2 % ,  w h i l e  c l o t h i n g  g o o d s ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,

g r e w  b y  5 . 3 % .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  i m p o r t s ,  t e x t i l e  g o o d s  g r e w  b y

1 5 . 5 % ,  w h i l e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  c l o t h i n g  i m p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 8 . 6 % .

T h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  n e g a t i v e  b a l a n c e

e v e n  i n  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  f o r e i g n  t r a d e .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  b a l a n c e

s h e e t  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  r e m a i n e d  p o s i t i v e ,  j u s t  a s  i n

n o m i n a l  t e r m s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d

c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i s  n e g a t i v e

 S o u r c e :  C Z S O  F o r e i g n  t r a d e  d a t a b a s e
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Economic  deve lopment  o f  the  tex t i l e  and  c lo th ing  indus t ry  in  the  f i r s t  ha l f  o f  2023

T h e  t o t a l  v o l u m e  o f  s a l e s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  f o r  c o m p a n i e s  w i t h  2 0  o r  m o r e  e m p l o y e e s  i n  t h e

1 s t  h a l f  2 0 2 3  r e a c h e d  C Z K  3 1 . 1  b i l l i o n ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  a  d e c r e a s e  o f  4 . 6 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  1 s t  h a l f  2 0 2 2 .  T h u s ,

t h e  i n d u s t r y  h a s  s t i l l  n o t  c o m e  t o  t e r m s  w i t h  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d r o p  i n  s a l e s  f r o m  t h e  3 r d  q u a r t e r  o f  l a s t  y e a r .

T h e r e  w a s  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  e m p l o y e e s  a c r o s s  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  b y  1 . 7 % ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d ,  w h e n

g r o w t h  w a s  r e c o r d e d .  S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  a r e  b e h i n d  t h e  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e e s ,  a m o n g  w h i c h  t h e

i n c r e a s e  i n  w a g e  c o s t s  a n d  t h e  p o o r  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  q u a l i f i e d  l a b o r  p l a y  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e .

A v e r a g e  s a l e s  p e r  e m p l o y e e  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  t h e n  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 1 . 4 % ,  a l t h o u g h  s a l e s  t h e m s e l v e s  d i d  n o t

g r o w ,  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  s a l e s  p e r  e m p l o y e e  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  b y  7 . 5 % ,  w h i c h  i s  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  g r o w t h  i n

s a l e s  a l o n e .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  i n  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  g o o d s ,  t h e  e x p o r t e d  v a l u e  ( i n  C Z K )  d e c r e a s e d  b y

3 . 4 % ,  t h e  t o t a l  v o l u m e  o f  e x p o r t e d  g o o d s  i n  k i l o g r a m s  t h e n  d e c r e a s e d  b y  1 2 . 5 % .  T h e  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  v o l u m e

o f  e x p o r t s  w a s  l a r g e l y  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  c o s t s ,  w h i c h  w a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e

e x p o r t e d  p r o d u c t .  T h e  o v e r a l l  t r a d e  b a l a n c e  f o r  c l o t h i n g  g o o d s  r e m a i n s  i n  n e g a t i v e  v a l u e s  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,

w h i l e  t h e  t r a d e  b a l a n c e  f o r  t e x t i l e  g o o d s  i s  p o s i t i v e .

 S o u r c e :  C Z S O  F o r e i g n  t r a d e  d a t a b a s e
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GENERAL  ECONOMIC  ENVIRONMENT  AND EVOLUT ION OF  THE  TEXT ILE/CLOTHING INDUSTRY  IN  2022
C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  r e s e a r c h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o d u c t s  m a d e  i n

h i g h - t e c h  p r o c e s s e s ,  p r o d u c t i o n  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  b o t h  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  i n v e s t m e n t  f u n d s ,  a n d  d u e  t o  t h e  b u r d e n  o f

e v e r y d a y  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  t h e  c o m p a n y  d e a l s  w i t h .  T h e  C r o a t i a n  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n

w h i c h  i t  f i n d s  i t s e l f  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  m a r k e t  m o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  n e a r  a n d  w i d e r  e n v i r o n m e n t  n e e d s  a n  u r g e n t

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  

W h e n  w e  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  C r o a t i a  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e r e  i s  a  c h a n c e  f o r  d o m e s t i c

p r o d u c e r s  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  i n  t h e  l o h n  b u s i n e s s  o r  i n  t h e  l o w  s e g m e n t  o f  c l o t h i n g  r e t a i l e r s ,  w h i c h  i s  o n e  o f  t h e

r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  c l o s u r e  o f  s o m e  o f  o u r  l a r g e  t e x t i l e  f a c t o r i e s .  I t  i s  i n  t h e  p r e c i s e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  m a r k e t

s i t u a t i o n  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  m a r k e t  b o t h  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  a b r o a d ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o w n  b r a n d ,

d e s i g n e d  m a r k e t i n g  c a m p a i g n s ,  e x c e l l e n c e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  g r o w i n g  f i e l d  o f  p r o t e c t i v e  t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  t h a t  w e

c a n  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  s t a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  a r e  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  g o  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .
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EVOLUT ION OF  TEXT ILE/CLOTHING ACT IV ITY
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Turnover

Revenue  f rom sa les  abroad
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FACTORS  INFLUENCING TEXT ILES/CLOTHING AND THE IR  EVOLUT ION

T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  i s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  t r a d i t i o n a l  s k i l l s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d

c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  ( d e s i g n ,  p r o d u c t i o n ,  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  s e r v i c e )  a n d  n e w  k n o w l e d g e  ( d i g i t a l i z a t i o n ,  s c i e n c e ,

s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  n e w  b u s i n e s s  m o d e l s ) ,  i . e .  t h e  w a y  o u t  i s  a  q u i c k  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  m o d e r n  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s e s .

S o m e  C r o a t i a n  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  c o m p a n i e s  h a v e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e i r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  b y  i n v e s t i n g  i n  t h e i r  o w n

p r o d u c t  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  d e s i g n ,  t e c h n o l o g y  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  h i g h l y  q u a l i f i e d  e n g i n e e r s ,  t h e y  h a v e

i m p r o v e d  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s ,  f o u n d  a  m a r k e t  n i c h e  a n d  a c h i e v e d  a  s e r i o u s  e x p o r t  r e s u l t .

A s  n i c h e s  t h a t  w e  c a n  s i n g l e  o u t  w h e r e  C r o a t i a n  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  h a v e  s t o o d  o u t  a n d  i m p o s e d  t h e i r  o w n  p r o d u c t s

o n  b o t h  d o m e s t i c  a n d  f o r e i g n  m a r k e t s  a r e  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  t e x t i l e s  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  s m a r t  h i g h - p e r f o r m a n c e

c l o t h i n g ,  h i g h - p e r f o r m a n c e  t e x t i l e s  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n d u s t r y  a n d  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  p r o t e c t i v e  c l o t h i n g ,  p r o t e c t i v e

d i s p o s a b l e  c l o t h i n g  f o r  m e d i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  C r o a t i a n  u m b r e l l a s  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  d e s i g n ,  e t c .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  C r o a t i a n  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  a r e

c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d  c o m p l e x ,  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  C r o a t i a  h a s  g o o d  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  b u t

o n l y  r e s t r u c t u r e d  t o w a r d s  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h  a  h i g h e r  s h a r e  o f  a d d e d  v a l u e .

P r o d u c t  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  d e s i g n ,  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  k n o w l e d g e ,  r e s e a r c h  a n d  n e w  t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  d e s i g n e d  m a r k e t i n g

a p p r o a c h ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  e c o n o m y ,  q u a l i t y  a n d  e x p o r t  a r e  t h e  r e c i p e  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y .

EVOLUT ION OF  TEXT ILE/CLOTHING ACT IV ITY  DURING THE  F IRST  MONTHS  OF  2023  AND PROSPECTS

Indus t r i a l  p roduc t ion  -  Or ig ina l  ind i ces  o f  p roduc t ion  vo lume to ta l  and  NKD  (Source  DZS)



   Data source: Country report

GENERAL  ECONOMIC  ENVIRONMENT  

TURNOVER  OF  TEXT ILE  INDUSTRY  

I n  2 0 2 2  F i n n i s h  c o m p a n i e s  i n  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  m a d e  a  t u r n o v e r  o f  4 9 8  m i l l i o n  e u r o s  a n d  e m p l o y e d  2  1 0 0  p e r s o n s .

T u r n o v e r  o f  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  g r e w  b y  3 . 9  %  a t  t h a t  s a m e  t i m e  p e r i o d .  T h e  m o s t  e s s e n t i a l  d r i v e r  f o r  g r o w t h  w a s

e x p o r t  s a l e s  w h i c h  i n c r e a s e d  b y  9 . 3  % .  D o m e s t i c  t u r n o v e r  g r e w  b y  1 . 2  % .

FINLAND
Finnish Textile & Fashion – STJM

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  6 6

S o u r c e :  S t a t i s t i c s  F i n l a n d .
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TURNOVER  OF  CLOTHING INDUSTRY  

T h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  F i n l a n d  m a d e  a  t u r n o v e r  o f  6 5 7  m i l l i o n  e u r o s  a n d  e m p l o y e d  2  3 0 0  p e r s o n s  i n  2 0 2 2 .

T u r n o v e r  o f  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 0 . 7  %  i n  2 0 2 2 .  E x p o r t  t u r n o v e r  g r e w  b y  1 7 . 9  %  a n d  d o m e s t i c  s a l e s

b y  4 . 4  % .

S o u r c e :  S t a t i s t i c s  F i n l a n d .
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EXPORT  OF  TEXT ILE  AND FASHION GOODS

T h e  e x p o r t  o f  t e x t i l e  a n d  f a s h i o n  g o o d s  f r o m  F i n l a n d  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 2 . 3  %  i n  y e a r  2 0 2 2  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  e x p o r t s  w a s

8 5 1  m i l l i o n  e u r o s .  T h e  t h r e e  b i g g e s t  e x p o r t  p a r t n e r s  o f  F i n l a n d  w e r e  S w e d e n ,  G e r m a n y ,  a n d  E s t o n i a  a n d  t h e y

a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t o t a l  e x p o r t s .

S o u r c e :  C u s t o m s  F i n l a n d .

T h e  m a i n  p r o d u c t s  i n  t e x t i l e  a n d  f a s h i o n  e x p o r t w e r e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s . T h e  s h a r e  o f  c l o t h i n g  w a s

3 3 2 m i l l i o n  e u r o s  w h i c h  w a s  3 9  %  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  e x p o r t .  T h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e s  e x p o r t s  w a s

2 2 7  m i l l i o n  e u r o s  ( 2 7  % )  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  f o o t w e a r  e x p o r t s  1 4 2  m i l l i o n  e u r o s  ( 1 7  % ) .
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IMPORTS  OF  TEXT ILE  AND FASHION GOODS

T h e  i m p o r t  o f  t e x t i l e  a n d  f a s h i o n  g o o d s  f r o m  F i n l a n d  i n c r e a s e d  l a s t  y e a r  b y  2 1 . 7  %  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  i m p o r t s  w a s  3 . 0 8

b i l l i o n  e u r o s .  T h e  t h r e e  b i g g e s t  i m p o r t  p a r t n e r s  o f  F i n l a n d  a r e  C h i n a ,  B a n g l a d e s h ,  a n d  G e r m a n y  a n d  t h e y  a c c o u n t  f o r

a b o u t  4 3  p e r c e n t  o f  t o t a l  i m p o r t s .

S o u r c e :  C u s t o m s  F i n l a n d .

C l o t h i n g  w a s  t h e  m a i n  i m p o r t  p r o d u c t  s e g m e n t .  T h e  i m p o r t  o f  c l o t h i n g  w a s  1 7 6 8  m i l l i o n  e u r o s ,  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  5 7  %

o f  t h e  t o t a l  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g i m p o r t s .  T h e  v a l u e o f  t h e  f o o t w e a r  i m p o r t s  w a s  4 1 8  m i l l i o n e u r o s  ( 1 4  % )  a n d  h o m e

t e x t i l e  i m p o r t s  w a s  3 7 7  m i l l i o n  e u r o s  ( 1 2  % ) .
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S i tua t ion  o f  the  tex t i l e - c lo th ing  indus t r ies  in  F rance  in  2022  and  out look  fo r  2023

1 .  Genera l  e conomic  c l imate

1 . 1 .  O n  a v e r a g e  o v e r  t h e  w h o l e  o f  2 0 2 2 ,  G D P  g r e w  b y  2 . 5 %  i n  F r a n c e .

1 . 2 .  I n  t h e  s a m e  y e a r ,  h o u s e h o l d  c o n s u m p t i o n  e x p e n d i t u r e  r o s e  b y  2 . 1 %  ( a l l  p r o d u c t s  c o m b i n e d ) .

1 . 3 .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e  r e a c h e d  7 . 1 %  i n  2 0 2 2 ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  8 . 7 %  i n  2 0 1 8  ( S o u r c e :  I L O ) .

2 .  Ac t i v i t y  evo lu t ion

2 .1 .  P roduc t ion  index  ( source  INSEE)

I n  2 0 2 2 ,  t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  b y  2 . 5 %  i n  v o l u m e  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1  ( N A F  1 3 ) .

I n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  ( N A F  1 4 ) ,  o u t p u t  i n c r e a s e d  b y  2 1 . 3 % .

2 .2 .  Turnover  Evo lu t ion  (Source  INSEE)

T h e  t u r n o v e r  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r i e s  ( N A F  1 3 )  r e c o r d e d  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  1 0 . 0 %  i n  2 0 2 2 ,  w h i l e  t h a t  o f  t h e  c l o t h i n g

i n d u s t r i e s  ( N A F  1 4 )  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  a  g r o w t h  o f  1 6 . 8 % .

3 .  Fac to rs  in f luenc ing  the  tex t i l e  &  c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y

3 .1 .  Domes t i c  demand (Source  I FM Pane l )

T h e  t r e n d  f o r  2 0 2 2  i s  u p  3 . 9 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 .  T h e  t r e n d  o b s e r v e d  i n  2 0 2 1  ( + 8 . 2 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 0 )  d i d  n o t

c o n t i n u e  a n d  t h e  t u r n o v e r  g e n e r a t e d  i n  2 0 2 2  r e m a i n s  o n  a v e r a g e  4 . 4 %  l o w e r  t h a n  i n  2 0 1 9 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e

d i f f e r e n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c h a n n e l s ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  m a s s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c h a n n e l s  a s  w e l l  a s  p u r e  p l a y e r s  a n d

c a t a l o g u i s t s  ( s o u r c e  F E V A D )  a r e  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  t o  h a v e  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t u r n o v e r  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 1 9 ,

r e s p e c t i v e l y  + 8 . 3 %  a n d  + 2 . 5 % .

3 .2 .  Fore ign  t rade  ( source  F rench  Cus toms ,  I FM ca l cu la t ions )

T e x t i l e :   H a r m o n i s e d  S y s t e m  ( H S )  C h a p t e r s  5 0  t o  6 0  +  6 3  

C l o t h i n g :  c h a p t e r s  6 1  a n d  6 2

T h e  p r o d u c t  c u t t i n g  u s e d  b y  I F M  i s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h a t  o f  E u r a t e x .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  f u l l y  r e f l e c t  t h e  s c o p e  o f  I T U  a n d

U F I M H  m e m b e r s h i p .
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T h e  t e x t i l e - c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  l o s t  7 1 %  o f  i t s  w o r k f o r c e  b e t w e e n  1 9 9 8  a n d  2 0 2 0 .

 

5 .  P rospec t s  fo r  2023

W h i l e  t h e  e a s i n g  o f  c o n c e r n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  c r i s i s  c o u l d  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  a n  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  m a r k e t

s i t u a t i o n  i n  2 0 2 2 ,  i n f l a t i o n a r y  p r e s s u r e s  h a v e  c h a n g e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  T h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  c l o t h i n g  p r i c e s ,  e v e n  i f  i t

a p p e a r s  m o d e s t  c o m p a r e d  t o  o t h e r  c o n s u m p t i o n  i t e m s ,  h a s  w e i g h e d  o n  s a l e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  p r i c e s

f o r  e s s e n t i a l  g o o d s  s u c h  a s  f o o d  h a s  l e d  s o m e  h o u s e h o l d s  t o  r e v i e w  t h e i r  c o n s u m p t i o n  c h o i c e s  t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t

o f  f a s h i o n  p u r c h a s e s .

I n  2 0 2 3 ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e x t i l e  c o n s u m p t i o n  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  c o m p a r a b l e  i n  v a l u e  t o  t h a t  o f  2 0 2 2 .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e

r i s e  i n  p r i c e s ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  v o l u m e  c o n s u m e d .  
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4 .  O ther  fac to r s  in f luenc ing  the  tex t i l e  and  c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y
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3 .  T rade  (expor t s  -  impor t s )

L i k e  a l l  o t h e r  e c o n o m i c  i n d i c a t o r s ,  e x p o r t s  a n d

i m p o r t s  o f  t h e  c l o t h i n g  &  t e x t i l e  s e c t o r  w e r e  p o s i t i v e .

T h e  t o t a l  e x p o r t  v a l u e  i n  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e x t i l e s

i n c r e a s e d  b y  8 , 8 % .  E x p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 4 . 4 %  i n  t h e

c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  a n d  b y  2 2 , 8 %  i n  t e x t i l e s .  E x p o r t s  i n

c o t t o n ,  s i l k ,  w o o l  a n d  o t h e r  f i b e r s  d e c r e a s e d  b y  7 , 3 % .

T o t a l  i m p o r t s  i n  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n c r e a s e d  b y

2 8 , 7 % .  I m p o r t s  i n  c l o t h i n g  i n c r e a s e d  b y  3 0 , 2 %

c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 .  I m p o r t s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e s  s e c t o r

i n c r e a s e d  b y  2 4 , 5 %  a n d  i m p o r t s  o f  c o t t o n ,  s i l k ,  w o o l

a n d  o t h e r  f i b e r s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  2 5 , 3 % .

T h e  G N P  i n c r e a s e d  b y  5 , 6 % .

E x p o r t s  o f  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  3 6 , 7 %

a n d  i m p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  a l s o  b y  4 2 , 2 % .

P r i v a t e  c o n s u m p t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  b y  6 . 2 % .

T h e  p r o d u c t i o n  i n d e x  i n c r e a s e d  i n  2 0 2 2  b y  a n

a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  r a t e  o f  5 , 6 % .

U n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  2 0 2 2  d e c r e a s e d

t o  1 1 , 6 %  f r o m  1 2 . 7 %  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e .

T h e  p r o d u c t i o n  i n d e x  i n  t h e  G r e e k  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r

i n c r e a s e d  b y  9 , 1 %  i n  2 0 2 2  b u t  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e

i n d u s t r y  d e c r e a s e d  b y  2 , 9 % .

E m p l o y m e n t :  D u r i n g  2 0 2 2  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f

e m p l o y e e s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r

d e c r e a s e d  b y  1 . 8 % .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  2 0 2 2  t h e

n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e e s  i n  t e x t i l e s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  w a s

2 2 , 1 0 0  ( 1 5 , 7 5 0  i n  c l o t h i n g  a n d  6 , 3 5 0  i n  t e x t i l e s ) .

T h e  w a g e s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  2 , 8 % .

1 .  Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment

2 0 2 2  l i k e  2 0 2 1  w a s  a  y e a r  o f  r e c o v e r y  f r o m  t h e

p a n d e m i c  C o v i d 1 9 .  A l l  e c o n o m i c  f i g u r e s  r e t u r n e d  t o

t h e  l e v e l  o f  2 0 1 9  a n d  i n  s o m e  c a s e s  w e r e  e v e n  b e t t e r .

2 .  Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y  in  2022
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T h e  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  s h o w s  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  v a l u e  ( M H U F )  a n d  t h e  v o l u m e  i n d i c e s  o f  t h e

v a r i o u s  s e c t o r s  a n d  t h e i r  s u b s e c t o r s :

Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  and  evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y  in

2022
I n  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  G D P  o f  H u n g a r y  g r e w  b y  4 . 6 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  

1 .  Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y  in  2022
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The  sa les  f i gures  and  the  breakdown o f  to ta l  tu rnover  a re  as  fo l lows :

T h e  s h a r e  o f  e x p o r t  s a l e s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  b o t h  s e c t o r s :  i n  t e x t i l e  f r o m  7 9 . 2  t o  8 4 . 6 ,  i n  c l o t h i n g  f r o m  6 3 . 0  t o  6 7 . 4 % .  
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2 .  Fac to rs  in f luenc ing  the  tex t i l e s/c lo th ing  sec to rs  and  the i r  evo lu t ion

2 .1  Domes t i c  demand

I n  t e r m s  o f  v o l u m e ,  r e t a i l  s a l e s  i n  s h o p s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  2 1  %  i n  2 0 2 2  y e a r - o n - y e a r .  R e t a i l  s a l e s  o f  b o t h  c l o t h i n g

a n d  h o m e  t e x t i l e s  i n c r e a s e d :  1 6 . 5 %  a n d  1 2 %  r e s p e c t i v e l y .   

HUNGARY
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Number  o f  compan ies  in  s ta f f  ca tegor ies :

T h e  s h a r e  o f  t e x t i l e s  ( i n c l .  d o m e s t i c  t e x t i l e s )  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n c r e a s e d  i n  o v e r a l l  r e t a i l  s a l e s  m a i n l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e

i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  s a l e s  o f  a p p a r e l .  
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3 .  O ther  e lements  charac te r i z ing  the  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y  in  2022

3 .1  Employment  t rends

H u n g a r i a n  S t a t i s t i c a l  O f f i c e  c o l l e c t s  t h e  d a t a  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  i n c o m e  t h e  w h o l e  c i r c l e  o f  c o m p a n i e s  f r o m

2 0 2 2  o n w a r d s .  T h e  i n d i c e s  f o r  t h i s  y e a r  s h o w  i n c r e a s e ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 ,  w h e n  t h e  d a t a  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  o n l y  i n

c o m p a n i e s  w i t h  > 5  e m p l o y e e s .  T h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  i n  2 0 2 2  p a r t l y  c o m e s  f r o m  t h i s  c h a n g e  o f

m e t h o d o l o g y .  I n  r e a l i t y  t h e r e  w a s  a  2 . 4 %  i n c r e a s e  i n  t e x t i l e  s e c t o r ,  w h i l e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e e s  i n  c l o t h i n g

d e c r e a s e d  b y  2 . 8 %  i n  2 0 2 2 .   

HUNGARY
Association of Hungarian Light Industry – AHLI

2 .2  P r i ces

A t  a n  a n n u a l  l e v e l ,  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c e r  p r i c e s  ( m e a s u r e d  i n  H U F )  i n  t e x t i l e  w e r e  1 9 . 6 %  h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e

p r o d u c e r  p r i c e s  i n  c l o t h i n g  r o s e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l e s s .  

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  9 1

C o n s u m e r  p r i c e s  w e n t  u p  b y  1 4 . 5 %  o n  a v e r a g e ,  w h i l e  o n l y  5 . 5 %  h i g h e r  p r i c e s  w e r e  p a i d  f o r  c l o t h i n g  a n d  f o o t w e a r

p r o d u c t s  t h a n  i n  2 0 2 1 .  

B a s e d  o n  t h e  L a b o u r  F o r c e  S u r v e y ,  e m p l o y m e n t  i n  t h e  T / C  i n d u s t r y  w a s  a b o u t  4 0 %  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e s e  f i g u r e s .

3 .2  Wage  t rends

I n  2 0 2 2 ,  a v e r a g e  g r o s s  e a r n i n g s  a m o u n t e d  t o  5 1 5  7 6 6  H U F  ( 1 3 1 8  E U R )  a t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  e m p l o y i n g  a t  l e a s t  f i v e

p e r s o n s .  I t  i s  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  1 7 . 5  %  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  T h e  a v e r a g e  e a r n i n g s  i n  o u r  i n d u s t r y  w e r e

m u c h  l o w e r :  T h e  a v e r a g e  e a r n i n g s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  w e r e  3 9 1  0 0 3  H U F / m o n t h  ( 9 9 9  E U R )  I t  i s  7 . 2  %  i n c r e a s e

i n  H U F  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 .  T h e  a v e r a g e  p a y  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  w a s  –  a s  u s u a l  –  e v e n  l o w e r :  2 9 8  4 0 0

H U F / m o n t h  ( 7 4 5  E U R ) .  I t  i s  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  1 8 . 1 %  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 1 .  
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4 .  Evo lu t ion  in  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y  dur ing  the  f i r s t  ha l f  o f  2023  and  fu ture  prospec t s
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The  economic  s i tua t ion  in  the

sec tor  in  2022  and  2023  prospec t s

Look ing  fo rward  to  a  good  f ina l  quar te r  in  2023?

C u r r e n t  e v e n t s :  F u r n i t u r e  a n d  h o m e  f u r n i s h i n g  s t o r e s

( m i n u s  3 . 2  p e r c e n t ) ,  c l o t h i n g  s t o r e s  ( m i n u s  9  p e r c e n t )

a n d  s t o r e s  s e l l i n g  s h o e s  a n d  l e a t h e r  g o o d s  ( m i n u s  1 4 . 4

p e r c e n t )  h a v e  s e e n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l o w e r  t u r n o v e r  i n

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 3 .  

T h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  i s  o v e r ,  t h e  w i n t e r  s e a s o n  h a s

s t a r t e d ,  i f  t h a t  s t i l l  e x i s t s ,  h o w  a r e  w e  d o i n g ?  W e l l ,  i f

w e  l o o k  q u a r t e r l y ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r

o f  2 0 2 3 ,  m e a s u r e d  i n  v o l u m e ,  w a s  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  t h a n

t h e  s a m e  q u a r t e r  i n  2 0 2 2 .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  s a l e s  i n  v o l u m e s

b y  s t o r e s  s c o r e d  l o w e r  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  q u a r t e r s

o f  2 0 2 3 .  I n  t u r n o v e r ,  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e s  n a t u r a l l y  p l a y  t h e

m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  v a l u e  a n d

v o l u m e  i s  g r e a t e s t  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  a n d  f o u r t h  q u a r t e r s .

I n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 3  m u s t  b e

p r o f i t a b l e  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  e n d  t h e  y e a r .  I n - h o m e

f u r n i s h i n g s ,  t u r n o v e r  i s  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  a  c e r t a i n  l e v e l ,

b u t  v o l u m e s  a r e  d e c l i n i n g .  I n  B 2 B  m a r k e t s ,  s u c h  a s

c o r p o r a t e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t s ,  t h e

f l a g  m a y  b e  d i f f e r e n t  b e c a u s e  s a l e s  t o  l a r g e  c o m p a n i e s

a n d  g o v e r n m e n t s  c o n t i n u e ,  b u t  h e r e  t o o  c o s t  i n c r e a s e s

h a d  t o  b e  p a s s e d  o n .  

I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  i n f l a t i o n  i n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  w i t h o u t

e n e r g y  a n d  m o t o r  f u e l s ,  a t  5 . 5 % ,  w a s  m u c h  h i g h e r  t h a n

t h e  t o t a l  i n f l a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  e n e r g y  a n d  f u e l s  o n l y  0 . 2

p e r c e n t .  T h e  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  c l o t h i n g  a r e

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  i n  l i n e  w i t h  i n f l a t i o n  e x c l u d i n g  e n e r g y ,

e x c e p t  f o r  c h i l d r e n ' s  c l o t h i n g ,  w h i c h  h a s  r i s e n  l e s s  i n

p r i c e .  T h e  p e r c e n t a g e  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  c a r p e t  a n d

h o u s e h o l d  t e x t i l e s  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  e v e n  h i g h e r .  A  l o w e r

p u r c h a s i n g  f r e q u e n c y  b y  c o n s u m e r s  m a k e s  i t  e a s i e r  t o

p a s s  o n  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e s ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  a n

e x p l a n a t i o n .  T h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  i n f l a t i o n  w a v e  i s  o v e r

a n d  w i l l  e v e n  t u r n  i n t o  d e f l a t i o n  c e r t a i n l y  d o e s  n o t

a p p l y  t o  o u r  s e c t o r s .

P a s s i n g  o n  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e s  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  m a r g i n

t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 0  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n f l a t i o n

o f  i m p o r t  p r i c e s  o f  t e x t i l e s  a n d  t h e  s e l l i n g  p r i c e s  o f

t e x t i l e s  b y  t h e  i n d u s t r y  w i l l  b e  r e s t o r e d  i n  S e p t e m b e r

2 0 2 3 .  I t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s

a p p l y  t o  t h e  “ t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y ” ,  w h i c h  a l s o  i n c l u d e s

t h e  c a r p e t  i n d u s t r y .  S i n c e  2 0 2 1 ,  i m p o r t  p r i c e s  h a v e

i n c r e a s e d  f a s t e r  t h a n  o u t p u t  p r i c e s .  H i g h e r  c o s t s

u s u a l l y  c o u l d  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e  p a s s e d  o n  t o  a

c u s t o m e r  i n  h i g h e r  p r i c e s .  A n d  r a w  m a t e r i a l s  a n d

p u r c h a s i n g  a r e  n o t  t h e  o n l y  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e s  t h a t

c o m p a n i e s  a r e  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h ,  s u c h  a s  e n e r g y  a n d

w a g e  c o s t s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d e b t s  f r o m  C o v i d  p e r i o d s .

I n v e s t m e n t s  i n  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e

p a y m e n t  t o  t h e  U P V  w i l l  b e  a d d e d  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  2 0 2 3 ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y ' s  s e l l i n g  p r i c e s

w e r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  a n d  i m p o r t  c o s t s  w e r e

a l r e a d y  f a l l i n g ,  s o  t h a t  a s  o f  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 3  t h e r e

w i l l  a g a i n  b e  a n  8  p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t  d i f f e r e n c e

b e t w e e n  i n f l a t i o n  i n  i m p o r t  p r i c e s  a n d  s e l l i n g  p r i c e s .

T h i s  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  i d e a l  v a l u e  a n d

t h a t  i t  w i l l  r e m a i n  a t  t h a t  l e v e l .  T h e  m a r g i n  o f  4

p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 0

b e t w e e n  t h e  i n f l a t i o n  i n  i m p o r t  p r i c e s  o f  c l o t h i n g

a n d  t h e  s e l l i n g  p r i c e s  o f  c l o t h i n g  h a s  d o u b l e d  i n

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 3  t o  8  p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s .  I t  m u s t  b e

r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  o n l y  a p p l y  t o  t h e

" c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y " ,  w h i l e  m a n y  c o m p a n i e s  f a l l  u n d e r

" c l o t h i n g  w h o l e s a l e "  f o r  t h e  D u t c h  s t a t i s t i c a l  a g e n c y

C B S .  T h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i s  o n l y  s m a l l  c o m p a r e d  t o

t h e  w h o l e s a l e  b u s i n e s s .  
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W i t h  r i s i n g  p r i c e s ,  w e  a l s o  e x p e c t e d  t h e  t u r n o v e r  i n

w h o l e s a l e  o f  c l o t h i n g  a n d  s h o e s  t o  i n c r e a s e ,  b u t  t h i s

a c t u a l l y  f e l l  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 3 .  F i g u r e s

f o r  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  a r e  n o t  y e t  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e

t u r n o v e r  o f  w h o l e s a l e r s  i n  c l o t h i n g  a n d  s h o e s

r e c o r d e d  a  m i n u s  o f  5 . 7  p e r c e n t  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e

s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 2 .  H o p e f u l l y  t h e  s h o w r o o m s

w e r e  f u l l  a g a i n  a n d  v o l u m e s  a n d  p r i c e s  w i l l  n o t

d e c l i n e  f u r t h e r ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  r e t a i l

s e c t o r  i s  h a v i n g  a  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e .  T h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y

( i n c l u d i n g  c a r p e t s )  s a w  t u r n o v e r  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  f i r s t

h a l f  o f  2 0 2 3 ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d o m e s t i c a l l y  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e

f i r s t  h a l f  o f  2 0 2 2 ,  w h i l e  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  s a w

e x p o r t s  g o  d o w n .  A s  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  m a n y

c o m p a n i e s  a n d  b r a n d s  t h a t  w e  k n o w  i n  t h e  D u t c h

c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  a s  w h o l e s a l e  t r a d e

c o m p a n i e s ,  s o  t h i s  s t a t i s t i c  f o r  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y

o n c e  a g a i n  h a s  l i m i t e d  v a l u e .  

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  i s  m o r e  t h a n  l i v i n g

u p  t o  i t s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  “ t r a d i n g  c o u n t r y ”  i n  c l o t h i n g

a n d  t e x t i l e s .  I n  2 0 2 2 ,  c l o t h i n g  w o r t h  m o r e  t h a n  1 7

b i l l i o n  e u r o s  w a s  i m p o r t e d  a n d  a  v a l u e  o f  m o r e  t h a n

1 4  b i l l i o n  e u r o s  w e r e  e x p o r t e d .  T e x t i l e  i m p o r t s

a m o u n t e d  t o  5  b i l l i o n  e u r o s ,  w h i l e  5 . 8  b i l l i o n  w e r e

e x p o r t e d .  T h e  h i g h  e x p o r t s  m a i n l y  c o m e  f r o m  t h e

s t r o n g  c a r p e t  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .

 

Conc lus ion :  f o r  a l l  s e c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  B 2 B  s u c h  a s

t e x t i l e  s e m i - f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s  a n d  w o r k  c l o t h i n g ,

e v e r y t h i n g  c u r r e n t l y  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  p a s s  o n

i n c r e a s e d  i m p o r t ,  r a w  m a t e r i a l ,  w a g e  a n d  e n e r g y

c o s t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  c h a i n  e f f e c t s  a n d  c h a i n  d e l a y s

d e t e r m i n e  t u r n o v e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e r e  t h e  v o l u m e s  o f

t e x t i l e  p r o d u c t s  s o l d  h a v e  f a l l e n .  T h e  c o n s u m e r s  a n d

e n d - u s e r s  s e e m  t o  b e  h e s i t a n t .  W i l l  v o l u m e s  r e c o v e r ,

c a n  c o s t s  b e  p a s s e d  o n ,  o n  t o  a  g o o d  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f

2 0 2 3 ?  O r  s h o u l d  w e  l e a r n  t o  l i v e  w i t h  l o w e r ,

s u s t a i n a b l e  v o l u m e s  w i t h  a  h e a l t h y  r e t u r n  v i a  n e w

b u s i n e s s  m o d e l s ?  

S o u r c e  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  w w w . c b s . n l

http://www.cbs.nl/
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Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  and  evo lu t ion  o f

the  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  indus t r y  in  2022  

I n  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  c o n t i n u e d

t o  f e e l  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s  c a u s e d  b y

t h e  C o v i d  1 9  p a n d e m i c ,  i n t e n s i f i e d  b y  t h e  w a r  i n

U k r a i n e .  T h e  s a n c t i o n s  i m p o s e d  b y  t h e  E u r o p e a n

U n i o n  o n  R u s s i a  a n d  B e l a r u s  a n d  R u s s i a ' s  p o l i c i e s

c a u s e d  a  c r i s i s  i n  t h e  e n e r g y  a n d  r a w  m a t e r i a l s

m a r k e t ,  w h i c h  m a n i f e s t e d  a n d  i s  s t i l l  m a n i f e s t i n g

i t s e l f  i n  t h e  l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  t o  e n e r g y  r a w  m a t e r i a l s

a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s e  a n d  u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  p r i c e s ,

e n t a i l i n g  a n  o v e r a l l  g a l l o p i n g  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e

( i n f l a t i o n )  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  b r e a k d o w n  o f

p r e v i o u s l y  s t a b l e  s u p p l y  c h a i n s .  T h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  h a v e

b e e n  c o m p o u n d e d  b y  g e n e r a l  e c o n o m i c  u n c e r t a i n t y ,

r e s u l t i n g  i n  i n c r e a s e d  b u s i n e s s  r i s k s .

C o n s u m e r  b e h a v i o r  a n d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  b u s i n e s s e s

w e r e  m a i n l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  p r i c e  a n d  c o s t  i n c r e a s e s .

C o u n t i n g  y e a r - o n - y e a r ,  p r i c e s  r o s e  b y  1 6 . 6 % .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  C S O ,  c o n s u m e r  i n f l a t i o n  i n  2 0 2 2  w a s

1 4 . 4 % .  T h e  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o c e s s i n g

g r o u p  w a s  1 8 . 8 %  f o r  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 2  a n d  1 2 . 4 %  f o r

J a n u a r y  a n d  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 3 .  T h i s  w a s  m a i n l y  d u e  t o

t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p r i c e s  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  g a s  a n d

s t e a m ,  w h i c h  a m o u n t e d  t o  6 6 . 8 %  i n  2 0 2 2 .  T h i s ,  a n d

t h e  w e a k e n i n g  o f  t h e  P o l i s h  z l o t y  a g a i n s t  t h e  m a i n

t r a n s a c t i o n  c u r r e n c i e s  -  t h e  d o l l a r  a n d  t h e  e u r o  -

r e s u l t e d  i n  a  s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  i n  c o s t s  i n  c l o t h i n g  a n d

t e x t i l e  c o m p a n i e s ,  f u r t h e r  c o m p o u n d e d  b y  t h e

i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  m i n i m u m  w a g e ,  w h i c h  r o s e  b y  1 9 %

f r o m  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 3 .

B u t  d e s p i t e  t h e  m a n y  a d v e r s i t i e s ,  w e  e s t i m a t e  t h a t

t h e  s e c t o r  h a s  d o n e  q u i t e  w e l l  a n y w a y  i n  2 0 2 2 .

 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  o f f i c i a l  s t a t i s t i c s  f r o m  t h e  C e n t r a l

S t a t i s t i c a l  O f f i c e  ( C S O )  c o v e r i n g  c o m p a n i e s  w i t h  m o r e

t h a n  n i n e  e m p l o y e e s ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e

s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  E U  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e x t i l e

i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  p i c t u r e  i n  P o l a n d  i s  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  f a r  o f f

t h e  E U  a v e r a g e  a n d ,  i n  s o m e  v a l u e s ,  h a s  i m p r o v e d

s i g n i f i c a n t l y .   I n  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  s o l d  p r o d u c t i o n  o f

t h e  P o l i s h  T - O  s e c t o r  r e a c h e d  P L N  2 7 . 6  b i l l i o n ,  o f

w h i c h  t e x t i l e s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  P L N  1 8 . 9  b i l l i o n  -  a n

i n c r e a s e  o f  7 . 5  %  a n d  c l o t h i n g  P L N  8 . 7  b i l l i o n  -  a n

i n c r e a s e  o f  1 1 . 6  % .  T h e  g r o s s  f i n a n c i a l  r e s u l t  f o r

t e x t i l e  c o m p a n i e s  a m o u n t e d  t o  P L N  5 8 5 . 8  m i l l i o n  -  a

d e c r e a s e ,  b y  2 0  %  a n d  f o r  c l o t h i n g  P L N  3 6 3 . 7  m i l l i o n

-  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  8 . 2 4  % .  

A v e r a g e  e m p l o y m e n t  i n  t h e  s e c t o r  w a s  9 4  t h o u s a n d

p e o p l e ,  o f  w h i c h  4 5 . 7  t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e  w o r k e d  i n  t h e

t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  ( d o w n  0 . 4  % )  a n d  4 8 . 8  t h o u s a n d

p e o p l e  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  ( d o w n  5 . 3  % ) .  I n  t h e

P o l i s h  i n d u s t r y  a s  a  w h o l e ,  e m p l o y m e n t  i n c r e a s e d  b y

1 . 4  % .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  c o m p a n i e s  i n  t h e  s e c t o r  d e c l i n e d  i n

2 0 2 2 ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  n o t e  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f

c o m p a n i e s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  s e c t o r .  A s  o f  3 1 . 1 2 . 2 0 2 2 ,

t h e r e  w e r e  9 6 4 9  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  s e c t o r  ( 6 5 8

m o r e  t h a n  i n  2 0 2 1 ) ,  a n d  2 1 6 5 5  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  t h e

c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  ( 8 5 9  l e s s  t h a n  i n  2 0 2 1 ) .  

H o w e v e r ,  w h e n  o n e  c o m p a r e s  d a t a  f r o m  b e f o r e  t h e

p a n d e m i c  t o  d a t a  f o r  2 0 2 2 ,  o n e  c a n  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e

P o l i s h  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  i s  r e c o v e r i n g ,  a s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f

c o m p a n i e s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  5 2 1  o v e r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  T h e

c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  l o o k s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  A s  o f

3 1 . 1 2 . 2 0 1 9 .  2 4 , 2 0 5  e n t i t i e s  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g ,  s o  i n  3

y e a r s  w e  h a v e  l o s t  2 , 5 5 0  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g

i n d u s t r y .  
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T h e  a v e r a g e  w a g e  h a s  i n c r e a s e d .  I n  t h e  t e x t i l e  s e c t o r

u p  9  % ,  a n d  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r  u p  1 1 . 7  % .  I n  t h e

P o l i s h  i n d u s t r y  a s  a  w h o l e ,  w a g e s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 1 . 5

% .

I n v e s t m e n t  o u t l a y s  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  a m o u n t e d

t o  P L N  8 3 . 6  m i l l i o n  ( d o w n  b y  1 . 9 2 % )  a n d  i n  t h e

t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  t o  P L N  4 8 2 . 2  m i l l i o n ,  ( u p  b y  3 3 . 2 % ) .

T h e  i n d u s t r y  a s  a  w h o l e  i n c u r r e d  c a p i t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e

o f  P L N  1 0 . 9  b i l l i o n  ( u p  2 1 . 5 %  i n  2 0 2 1 ) .

I n  2 0 2 2 .  e x p o r t s  s t i l l  h a v e  n o t  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  p r e -

p a n d e m i c  v a l u e ,  w h e n  t h e y  a m o u n t e d  t o  P L N  1 4 . 1

b i l l i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d a t a  s u m m a r i s i n g  t h e

f o r e i g n  t r a d e  r e s u l t s  f o r  2 0 2 2 ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t e x t i l e s

a r e  r a n k e d  1 5 t h  o u t  o f  2 1  e x p o r t  s e c t i o n s .  T h e  t o t a l

v a l u e  o f  e x p o r t s  a m o u n t e d  t o  P L N  9 . 9  b i l l i o n ,

i n c r e a s i n g  y e a r - o n - y e a r  b y  1 1 . 2 % .  T h e  s h a r e  o f

e x p o r t s  i n  s a l e s  r e v e n u e  i s  5 8 . 3 %  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  s e c t o r

a n d  3 7 ,  7 %  i n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  s e c t o r .

Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e s  and  c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y  dur ing

the  f i r s t  months  o f  2023  and  prospec t s  

T h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  2 0 2 3 ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  s a w  a  d e c l i n e  i n

p r o d u c t i o n  d u e  t o  t h e  s l o w d o w n  i n  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  e -

c o m m e r c e  r e c o r d e d  i n c r e a s e s  o f  a r o u n d  8 % .  T h e

c o m p a n i e s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  r a t e  r e s u l t i n g

f r o m  t h e  o r d e r s  p o r t f o l i o  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  2 0 2 2  i s

7 0 % ,  a n d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  y e a r  c a p a c i t y

o c c u p a n c y  i s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  6 5 % .  T h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e

r e t a i l  m a r k e t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t ,  w i t h  m a n y  l a r g e - f o r m a t

s h o p s  d o w n s i z i n g ,  s o m e  b r a n d  r e t a i l  c h a i n s  r e d u c i n g

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s h o p s  a n d  s o m e  c l o s i n g  d o w n ,  d u e  t o

a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  w h i c h ,

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  S t a t i s t i c a l  O f f i c e ,  f e l l  b y  a s

m u c h  a s  2 1 %  a f t e r  s i x  m o n t h s  o f  t h i s  y e a r .

H o u s e h o l d s  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c i n g  t h e i r

c o n s u m p t i o n  p u r c h a s e s  d u e  t o  t h e  d r a s t i c a l l y

i n c r e a s i n g  b u r d e n  o f  h o u s i n g  m a i n t e n a n c e  -  r i s i n g

e n e r g y ,  g a s  a n d  p e t r o l  p r i c e s .

I n  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o c u r e m e n t ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  s l i g h t l y

b e t t e r  w i t h  a  y e a r - o n - y e a r  i n c r e a s e  o f  2 5 %  i n  t h e

v a l u e  o f  p u b l i c  p r o c u r e m e n t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e

y e a r .  S i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  2 0 2 3 ,  w e  h a v e  s e e n  a

r e d u c t i o n  i n  i n f l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a t  1 0 % .  F o r

t h e  t i m e  b e i n g ,  t h e  e x p o r t  m a r k e t  s e e m s  t o  b e  t h e

m o s t  s t a b l e ,  w i t h  a  s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  o f  3 . 5 % .  T h e r e  a r e

w o r r y i n g  s i g n s  f r o m  b u s i n e s s e s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  p l a n n i n g

t o  l a y  o f f  w o r k e r s  i f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n n o u n c e m e n t s

a r e  c o n f i r m e d  a b o u t  a  f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e

m i n i m u m  w a g e  b y  a  p l a n n e d  1 5 %  a n d  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f

f r o z e n  e n e r g y  a n d  g a s  p r i c e s .  C o m p a n i e s  w i t h  r i s i n g

p r o d u c t i o n  c o s t s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  c o v e r  t h e m ,  a s

c o n s u m e r s  w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  p r o d u c t

p r i c e s ,  a n d  t h u s  t h e  m a r g i n  e a r n e d  w i t h  f i x e d  p r i c e s

w i l l  n o t  c o v e r  c o s t s .



   Data source: Country report

SERBIA
ASSOCIATION OF TEXTILE, GARMENT, LEATHER AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES

 

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 0 3



   Data source: Country report

SERBIA
ASSOCIATION OF TEXTILE, GARMENT, LEATHER AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES

 

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 0 4



   Data source: Country report

SERBIA
ASSOCIATION OF TEXTILE, GARMENT, LEATHER AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES

 

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 0 5



   Data source: Country report

SERBIA
ASSOCIATION OF TEXTILE, GARMENT, LEATHER AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES

 

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 0 6



   Data source: Country report

SERBIA
ASSOCIATION OF TEXTILE, GARMENT, LEATHER AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES

 

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 0 7



   Data source: Country report

SERBIA
ASSOCIATION OF TEXTILE, GARMENT, LEATHER AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES

 

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 0 8



   Data source: Country report

SERBIA
ASSOCIATION OF TEXTILE, GARMENT, LEATHER AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES

 

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 0 9



   Data source: Country report

SERBIA
ASSOCIATION OF TEXTILE, GARMENT, LEATHER AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES

 

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 1 0



   Data source: Country report

SERBIA
ASSOCIATION OF TEXTILE, GARMENT, LEATHER AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES

 

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 1 1



   Data source: Country report

SERBIA
ASSOCIATION OF TEXTILE, GARMENT, LEATHER AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES

 

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 1 2



   Data source: Country report

SERBIA
ASSOCIATION OF TEXTILE, GARMENT, LEATHER AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES

 

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 1 3



   Data source: Country report

SERBIA
ASSOCIATION OF TEXTILE, GARMENT, LEATHER AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES

 

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 1 4



   The company’s overall economic situation is illustrated by the course of
business. Test participants answered the following question: “We judge the
overall course of business to be good, satisfactory, bad at present”. The seasonally
adjusted balance of positive and negative answers is shown. 

SWITZERLAND
Swiss Textiles
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Tex t i l e  indus t r y

Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  and  evo lu t ion

in  2022  

F o r  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  a p p a r e l  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  p a s t  f e w

y e a r s  h a v e  b e e n  m a r k e d  b y  v a r i o u s  p r o b l e m s .  W h i l e

t h e  p a n d e m i c  b r o u g h t  g l o b a l  t r a d e  t o  a  v i r t u a l

s t a n d s t i l l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  h o p e s  f o r  a  q u i c k  r e c o v e r y  a f t e r

t h e  p a n d e m i c  e n d e d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  h a s  n o t  h a p p e n e d

s i n c e  t h e n .  T h e  w a r  i n  U k r a i n e ,  w h i c h  h a s  l e d  t o  a n

e n e r g y  s h o r t a g e ,  h a s  p l a y e d  a  l a r g e  p a r t  i n  t h i s .  F o r

t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a

s e a m l e s s  e n e r g y  s u p p l y  i s  e s s e n t i a l ,  a n d  i t  r e a c t s  v e r y

s e n s i t i v e l y  t o  p r i c e  m o v e m e n t s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  T h i s  l e d

t o  a  d i f f i c u l t  p r i c e  c y c l e  i n  2 0 2 2  a n d  a l s o  2 0 2 3 .  R i s i n g

e n e r g y  p r i c e s  f o r c e d  p r o d u c e r s  t o  r a i s e  p r i c e s .  A t  t h e

s a m e  t i m e ,  s t r o n g  o v e r a l l  i n f l a t i o n  l e d  t o  a  d e c l i n e  i n

d e m a n d .  

 

N o w  t h a t  t h e  s u p p l y  c h a i n  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c

h a v e  e a s e d ,  t h e r e  i s  t o o  l i t t l e  d e m a n d  a n d  e m p t y

o r d e r  b o o k s .  T h i s  i s  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  K O F  s u r v e y

d a t a .  C a p a c i t y  u t i l i s a t i o n  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g

i n d u s t r y  i s  f a l l i n g  a g a i n  a f t e r  a  r e c o v e r y  p h a s e ,  t h e

b u s i n e s s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  a s s e s s e d  t o  b e  m i x e d  a n d  t h e

o r d e r  b a c k l o g  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  b e  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y .  T h e

t e x t i l e  t r a d e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  t h e  c u r r e n t

s i t u a t i o n .  T h e  t e x t i l e  e x p o r t s  w e r e  j u s t  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r

i n  2 0 2 2  a t  1 . 2  m i l l i o n  S w i s s  f r a n c s .  

W h o l e s a l e  t r a d e  i n  t u r n  a s s u m e d  a  s t r o n g  s t a r t  t o

2 0 2 2 .  T h i s  s e n t i m e n t  a g a i n  c o o l e d  a  l i t t l e  i n  t h e

c o u r s e  o f  t h e  y e a r .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  c l o t h i n g  t r a d e  i n

p a r t i c u l a r  r o s e  i n  2 0 2 2 .  I n  2 0 2 2 ,  c l o t h i n g  w o r t h  9 9 3

m i l l i o n  S w i s s  f r a n c s  w a s  e x p o r t e d ,  w h i c h  i s  a  g o o d  5 0

m i l l i o n  m o r e  t h a n  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .

Course  o f  Bus iness :  Manufac tur ing  Indus t ry  and  Wholesa le
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Fac tors  in f luenc ing  tex t i l e s  &  c lo th ing  and  the i r  Evo lu t ion
   

Expor t s  and  Impor t s

2 0 2 2  w a s  a  b i t  o f  a  m i x e d  y e a r  f o r  t h e  t r a d e .  T e x t i l e  e x p o r t s  i n c r e a s e d  o n l y  s l i g h t l y ,  a n d  g r o w t h  w a s  i n  t h e  l o w

s i n g l e - d i g i t  p e r c e n t a g e  r a n g e  i n  2 0 2 2 .  D u e  t o  t h e  u n c e r t a i n  s i t u a t i o n ,  c o n s u m p t i o n  i n  i m p o r t a n t  s a l e s

c o u n t r i e s  t e n d e d  t o  d e c l i n e .  

Tex t i l e s  Expor t s Tex t i l e s  Impor t s
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T h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  s o m e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  c l o t h i n g  e x p o r t s .  A f t e r  a  s t r o n g  s t a r t  t o  2 0 2 2 ,  e x p o r t s  f e l l .  I n  t h e  t h i r d

q u a r t e r ,  a  d e c l i n e  w a s  e v e n  r e c o r d e d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  t r e n d  r e v e r s e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  a n d  e x p o r t s  r o s e  b y

m o r e  t h a n  1 0  p e r  c e n t .  W h i l e  i m p o r t a n t  m a r k e t s  s u c h  a s  G e r m a n y  a n d  C h i n a  a l s o  r e c o r d e d  a  d e c l i n e  i n

d e m a n d  h e r e ,  i t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  E u r o p e a n  m a r k e t  t h a t  i s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  i n c r e a s e d  d e m a n d .  E x p o r t s  r o s e  b y  a

a r o u n d  1 9  p e r  c e n t .

C lo th ing  Expor t s C lo th ing  Impor t s



   Data source: Country report

H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  f e w  m o n t h s  w i l l

b r i n g  a  b r i e f  r e s p i t e .  I n f l a t i o n  i s  f a l l i n g  a n d  t h e

e n e r g y  s i t u a t i o n  n o  l o n g e r  s e e m s  q u i t e  a s  p r e c a r i o u s

a s  i t  d i d  a  y e a r  a g o .  F o r  a  s u s t a i n a b l e  r e c o v e r y ,

h o w e v e r ,  a  s t a b i l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  g l o b a l  s i t u a t i o n  i s

n e e d e d .  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  i n  c r i s i s  m o d e ,  c o m p a n i e s

a r e  r u n n i n g  o n  f u m e s  a n d  r e s e r v e s  a r e  a t  a  m i n i m u m .

A  r e c o v e r y  p h a s e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  c l e a r l y  n e c e s s a r y .

H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  a l s o  d e p e n d s  o n  h o w  w o r l d  e v e n t s  w i l l

d e v e l o p .  
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Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e s  and  c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y  dur ing

the  f i r s t  months  o f  2023  and  prospec t s

2 0 2 3  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  m e a n  t h a t  t h e  t e x t i l e  a n d

a p p a r e l  s e c t o r  c a n n o t  g e t  o u t  o f  c r i s i s  m o d e .  D u e  t o

t h e  s t i l l  o n g o i n g  w a r  i n  U k r a i n e ,  t h e  e n e r g y  s i t u a t i o n

i s  v o l a t i l e  a n d  p r i c e s  h a v e  r i s e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t

h a l f  o f  t h e  y e a r .  T h i s  h a s  a l s o  l e d  t o  a  f u r t h e r

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  S w i s s  f r a n c .  T h i s  m a y  b e  p o s i t i v e

f o r  i m p o r t s ,  b u t  o n  t h e  e x p o r t  m a r k e t  i t  i s  a

h i n d r a n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t i m e s  w h e n  t h e r e  i s  a  h i g h

l e v e l  o f  p r i c e  s e n s i t i v i t y  a m o n g  c u s t o m e r s .  

A f t e r  t h e r e  w e r e  s l i g h t l y  i n c r e a s e d  e x p o r t  r a t e s  i n

2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  f i g u r e s  f e l l  a g a i n  i n  2 0 2 3 .  M o s t  r e c e n t l y ,

d e c l i n e s  o f  a r o u n d  7  p e r c e n t  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  c o m p a r e d

t o  t h e  s a m e  q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  T h i s  w a s

d u e  t o  w e a k  d e m a n d  i n  k e y  m a r k e t s  s u c h  a s  G e r m a n y .  

T h e  t e x t i l e  p r o c e s s i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i s

s u f f e r i n g .  T h e  b u s i n e s s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  a s s e s s e d  a s

n e g a t i v e  a n d  t r a d e  f i g u r e s  a r e  d e c l i n i n g .  C l o t h i n g

w h o l e s a l e  i s  s e n d i n g  m o r e  p o s i t i v e  s i g n a l s .  I n  t h e

m i d d l e  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  m o r e  p o s i t i v e  a s s e s s m e n t s  w e r e

m a d e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  a  w h i l e  a n d  c l o t h i n g  e x p o r t s

a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  r i s e  i n  2 0 2 3 .  
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TURKEY
Turkish Clothing Manufacturers’ Association – TGSD , Turkish Textile Employers’ Association – TTSIS
Turkish Apparel Exporters’ Association – IHKIB ,Turkish Textile & Raw Material Exporters’ Association – ITHIB

Genera l  e conomic  env i ronment  and

evo lu t ion  o f  the  tex t i l e/c lo th ing

indus t ry  in  2022

T h e  y e a r  2 0 2 2  w a s  m a r k e d  b y  t h e  s u p p l y  c h a i n

d i s o r d e r s  a f t e r  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  i n c r e a s e s  i n  r a w

m a t e r i a l s  a n d  l o g i s t i c s  –  w h i c h  i n e v i t a b l e  a f f e c t e d  t h e

p r i c e  o f  f i n a l  g o o d s  –  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  w a r  c o n d i t i o n s  i n

U k r a i n e  a n d  s e c u r i t y  p e r c e p t i o n s  i n  g e n e r a l .  

H i g h  i n f l a t i o n  r a t e s  b e c a m e  a  m a j o r  c o n c e r n  f o r  m a n y

s t a k e h o l d e r s  i n  t h e  s u p p l y  c h a i n ,  b u t  i t  h a s  s t a r t e d  t o

b e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  T u r k i s h  e c o n o m y ,  w h i c h  s t r o n g l y

a f f e c t e d  a p p a r e l  e x p o r t e r s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  c u r r e n c y

i n c r e a s e s .  

I n v e s t m e n t s  i n  d i g i t a l i z a t i o n  a n d  e - c o m m e r c e

c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n c r e a s e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  g r e e n  e n e r g y ,

w h i c h  r e f l e c t s  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t s  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  t e x t i l e

a n d  a p p a r e l  i n d u s t r i e s  o n  E U  G r e e n  D e a l  o b j e c t i v e s .  

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  s t a g n a t i o n  o n  c o n s u m e r  d e m a n d s

i n  m a n y  a p p a r e l  i m p o r t  m a r k e t s  i s  i n f l u e n t i a l  o n

o r d e r s ,  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  a f f e c t s  t h e  f i n a n c i n g  o f  f u t u r e

b u s i n e s s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  l i m i t e d  c o n s u m e r  p r e f e r e n c e s

t o  p a y  m o r e  f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e  g o o d s  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y

b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  i n d u s t r y  m o t i v a t i o n

g i v e n  t h e  d e c r e a s i n g  d e m a n d  d u e  t o  g l o b a l  e c o n o m i c

c o n d i t i o n s .  

I n  t e r m s  o f  e c o n o m i c  i n d i c a t o r s ,  t e x t i l e  a n d  a p p a r e l

i n d u s t r i e s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  G D P  b y  6 . 7 % ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g

p r o d u c t i o n  b y  1 3 . 5 % ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  l a b o r  f o r c e  b y

2 6 . 2 %  a n d  e x p o r t  e a r n i n g s  b y  1 3 . 9 %  i n  2 0 2 1 .

A U T U M N  R E P O R T  2 0 2 3  •  P A G E  1 1 9  

Produc t ion  Index

In  2022 ,  the  Turk i sh  appare l  and  tex t i l e  indus t r y

exper ienced  a  h igh  produc t ion  inc rease  re f le c t ing

the  inc reas ing  l eve l  o f  inves tments  a f te r  the

pandemic .  

Bus iness  t rends  -  to ta l  tu rnover

T e x t i l e  a n d  a p p a r e l  i n d u s t r i e s  h a d  d e c r e a s i n g  t o t a l

t u r n o v e r  c o m p a r e d  t o  t o t a l  a n d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g

i n d u s t r y  a v e r a g e s .  

Bus iness  t rends  –  produc t i v i t y  per  person

The  produc t i v i t y  per  person  employed  in  appare l

has  inc reased  in  the  year  2022 .

Bus iness  t rends  –  capac i t y  u t i l i za t ion  ra tes

T h e  c a p a c i t y  u t i l i z a t i o n  r a t e s  o f  a p p a r e l  i n d u s t r y

r e c o r d e d  h i g h  l e v e l s  i n  2 0 2 2 .
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TURKEY
Turkish Clothing Manufacturers’ Association – TGSD , Turkish Textile Employers’ Association – TTSIS
Turkish Apparel Exporters’ Association – IHKIB ,Turkish Textile & Raw Material Exporters’ Association – ITHIB

Fac tors  in f luenc ing  tex t i l e s/c lo th ing

and  the i r  evo lu t ion

Domest i c  demand

The  year l y  domes t i c  marke t  re ta i l  sa les  index

inc reased  by  10 .2% in  2022 .  The  re ta i l  sa les  o f

garments ,  home tex t i l e s  and  foo twear ,  on  the

other  hand ,  inc reased  by  20 .4%.
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Impor t s  -  Expor t s
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Producer  P r i ce  Index  (%) :  128 .47

Consumer  P r i ce  Index  (%) :  72 .31

Pr i ces

December  2022  (Change  accord ing  to  the  average

of  l a s t  12  months )  (Source :  TU IK)  

Employment  T rends

Employment  o f  appare l  indus t r y  inc reased  in  2022 .  

Wage  T rends

The  indus t ry  wage  inc rease  i s  h igher  in  the  to ta l

indus t r y  and  manufac tur ing  indus t r y .  

Inves tments

In  2022 ,  the  indus t ry  reg i s te red  an  inc reas ing  ra te

o f  inves tments  in  the  s ta te  inves tment  p romot ion

scheme and  reached  to  about  51 .5  b i l l i on  Turk i sh

l i ras ,  a  record  h igh  leve l  o f  the  s cheme s ince  i t s

s ta r t  da te  o f  2012 .  

On  the  o ther  hand ,  due  to  dev ia t ion  o f  Turk i sh  l i ra

aga ins t  the  Euro ,  the  inves tments  in  Euro  te rms

recorded  a  dec rease  o f  -17 .2% in  tex t i l e s  and

-1 .9% in  appare l .  

Evo lu t ion  o f  tex t i l e/c lo th ing  ac t i v i t y

dur ing  the  f i r s t  months  o f  2023  and

prospec t s

The  year  2023  i s  ma in l y  marked  wi th  dec reas ing

consumer  demands  and  po l i t i ca l  uncer ta in ty .

Under  these  c i r cumstances ,  the  indus t ry  i s  a l so

concern ing  about  the  f inanc ia l  capac i t y  fo r  new

inves tments  on  sus ta inab i l i t y .  

P roduc t ion  Index  -  Month l y

Turnover  Index  -  Month l y
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Turkish Clothing Manufacturers’ Association – TGSD , Turkish Textile Employers’ Association – TTSIS
Turkish Apparel Exporters’ Association – IHKIB ,Turkish Textile & Raw Material Exporters’ Association – ITHIB
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Capac i t y  U t i l i za t ion  Ra te  -  Month l y

Expor t  -  Impor t  F i gures  -  Month l y



   Data source: Country report

List of contacts
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Aus t r ia

Fachverband  der  Tex t i l - ,  Bek le idungs - ,  S chuh-  und

Leder indus t r ie  –  TBSL

W i e d n e r  H a u p t s t r a ß e  6 3  -  1 0 4 5  W i e n

W e b s i t e

Be lg ium

Fédéra t ion  Be lge  de  l ’ Indus t r ie  Tex t i l e ,  du  Bo i s  e t  de

l ’Ameub lement  –  FEDUSTR IA

H o f - t e r - V l e e s t d r e e f ,  5 / 1  -  1 0 7 0  B r u s s e l

W e b s i t e

Czech  Repub l i c

Assoc ia t ion  o f  Tex t i l e -C lo th ing -Lea ther  Indus t r y )  -  ATOK

Tě š n o v  1 1 6 3 / 5 ,  C Z - 1 1 0  0 0 ,  P r a h a  1

W e b s i t e

Croa t ia

Croa t ian  Chamber  o f  E conomy  –  HGK

R o o s e v e l t o v  T r g  2  -  1 0 0 0 0  Z a g r e b

W e b s i t e

F in land

F inn i sh  Tex t i l e  &  Fash ion  –  ST JM

E t e l ä r a n t a  1 0  -  0 0 1 3 0  H e l s i n k i

W e b s i t e

France

Un ion  des  Indus t r ies  Tex t i l e s  –  U IT

3 7  R u e  d e  N e u i l l y  -  9 2 1 1 0  C l i c h y

W e b s i t e

Union  F rança i se  des  Indus t r ies  Mode  &  Hab i l l ement  –  UF IMH

8  r u e  M o n t e s q u i e u  -  7 5 0 0 1  P a r i s

W e b s i t e

Germany

Gesamtverband  der  deuts chen  Tex t i l -  und  Mode indus t r ie  –  T+M

R e i n h a r d t s t r .  1 4 - 1 6  -  1 0 1 1 7  B e r l i n

W e b s i t e

Greece

He l len i c  Fash ion  Indus t ry  Assoc ia t ion  –  SEPEE

E r m o u  1 8 A  -  5 4 6 2 4  T h e s s a l o n i k i

W e b s i t e

Hungary

Assoc ia t ion  o f  Hungar ian  L i gh t  Indus t r y  –  AHL I

G y o m r o i  u t  8 6  ( I N N O V A T E X T  Z r t . )  -  1 1 0 3  B u d a p e s t

W e b s i t e

I t a l y

Federaz ione  Tess i l e  Moda  –  SMI  –  S i s tema Moda  I ta l i a

V i a  A .  R i v a  V i l l a s a n t a  3  -  M i l a n o

W e b s i t e

Nether lands

Modin t

A r n h e m s e  B o v e n w e g  1 0 0  -  3 7 0 8  A G  Z e i s t

W e b s i t e  

Po land

Federa t ion  o f  Appare l  and  Tex t i l e s  Indus t r y  Employers  –  P IOT

2 7 / 2 9  –  1 0 8 ,  S t e r l i n g a  S t . ,  9 0 - 2 1 2  Łó dź
W e b s i t e

Serb ia

Assoc ia t ion  o f  Tex t i l e ,  Garment ,  Lea ther  and  Footwear

Indus t r ies

R e s a v s k a  1 3 - 1 5 , 1 1 0 0 0  B e l g r a d e

W e b s i t e

Swi t ze r land

Swiss  Tex t i l e s

B e e t h o v e n s t r a s s e  2 0 ,  P o s t f a c h  -  C H  –  8 0 2 2  Z ü r i c h

W e b s i t e

Turkey

Turk i sh  C lo th ing  Manufac turers ’  Assoc ia t ion  –  TGSD

A d n a n  K a h v e c i  B u l v a r ı  S i r i n e v l e r  M a h a l l e s i  n o :  2 0 8  H a y d a r  A k ı n  I s

M e r k e z i - 2  K : 5 ,  D : 1 9  -  3 4 1 8 8  B a h ç e l i e v l e r

W e b s i t e

Turk i sh  Tex t i l e  Employers ’  Assoc ia t ion  –  TTS IS

M e t r o c i t y  A  O f i s  B l o k  B ü y ü k d e r e  c a d .  N o :  1 7 1  k a t : 1 9  -  1 .  L e v e n t ,

I s t a n b u l

W e b s i t e

Turk i sh  Appare l  Expor te r s ’  Assoc ia t ion  –  IHK IB

Ç o b a n ç e s m e  M e v k i i ,  S a n a y i  C a d .  D ı s  T i c a r e t  K o m p l e k s i  B  B l o k

P . K . 3 4 1 9 6  Y e n i b o s n a  -  I s t a n b u l

W e b s i t e

Turk i sh  Tex t i l e  &  Raw Mater ia l  Expor te r s ’  Assoc ia t ion  –  I TH IB

Ç o b a n ç e s m e  m e v k i i ,  S a n a y i  C a d .  D ı s  T i c a r e t  K o m p l e k s i  B  B l o k

P . K . 3 4 1 9 6  -  Y e n i b o s n a / B a h ç e l i e v l e r / I s t a n b u l

W e b s i t e

Uni ted  K ingdom

UK Fash ion  and  Tex t i l e  Assoc ia t ion–  UKFT

3  Q u e e n  S q u a r e ,  L o n d o n  W C 1 N  3 A R

W e b s i t e

https://en.mapy.cz/s/3u6MS
http://www.textiles.pl/
https://goo.gl/maps/ygpW4qtwv1js62Jy7
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